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BIBLE PORTICO

Introduction

rom the early 12% century, French cathedrals began

to be built with porticos or porches at the main

entrance filled with reliefs and statues, teaching
the Faith through art. This feature spread to other coun-
tries, so that as Christians in Western Europe entered their
churches, they could see their Faith graphically represented;
these Romanesque and Gothic portals thus helped them
to prepare for the encounter with God they were about to
experience inside the church, especially when they par-
ticipated in the Eucharist. The entrances in places such as
Vézelay and Chartres in France, Compostela in Spain, and
Cologne in Germany have offered this experience to pil-
grims from all over the world for centuries. In Barcelona,
to give a more recent example, the Sagrada Familia basilica
designed by Gaudi and under construction from the late 19™
century until the 21, took up and reinvented this legacy of
the great medieval churches.

The title of this book expresses the authors’ desire for it
to act like those great porches: its aim is to make different
aspects of the Bible graphically visual. Salvation history,
as understood and taught by the Catholic Church down
through the centuries, is here set out in timelines, maps
and graphics for each book in the Bible, to help believers
prepare for an encounter with the Word of God.

The cover image shows how effective maps and time-
lines are. It is from an explanation of the book of Numbers
published in a 16"-century Bible preserved in the National
Library of Israel (The Bible in Englishe, London: Richard
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Harrison, 1562), based on a map by the Frenchman Guil-
laume Postel (1510-1581), an outstanding Christian Hebra-
ist, diplomat and distributor of astronomical and cabalistic
texts. His map illustrates the Israelites’ journey with draw-
ings of the main episodes from Exodus, citing references to
the relevant chapters of the book.

There are countless editions of the Bible, including
educational ones with graphics, maps, images and glos-
saries. There are also resource books offering material for
Scripture-related teaching, like Biblical timelines, historical
atlases, and reading guides with notes on each book. Bible
Portico brings these visual resources together in one book,
but never forgets that its role is merely supportive: what
really matters is always for every believer to have their own
encounter with God’s Word, and to be able to read the Old
and New Testaments within the Church’s Tradition, and
understand them.

Asitisintended to complement the Bible text and other
studies or handbooks, Bible Portico has no full-text pages
apart from this Introduction. Nevertheless, this is no cof-
fee-table book. It might look like one at first glance, but
some of the double-page spreads contain so much concen-
trated information that it will take considerable time and
attention to read them all.

The Bible as a library

The word “Bible” is derived from the Greek word biblia,
meaning “books” in the plural. This underlines the fact that
it was not written by one author from beginning to end, but
is a whole library in itself - a collection of books belonging
to different literary genres, written by people from different
times, cultures and historical backgrounds.

Bible scholars agree that the final composition of many
of the books of the Old Testament began in Babylon during
the exile from Judea (starting from 586 Bc) and continued
after the return to Jerusalem (from the edict of Cyrus, in
539/538 BC). The composition process used previous oral
and written accounts. The earliest texts of the New Testa-
ment date from AD 50 or 51, and the latest could date from
as late as the beginning of the 2™ century.

Just as the composition of the books was spread over
centuries, so too it took time for the community to discern

8 BIBLE PORTICO

Map from Richard
Harrison’s
16™-century English
Bible. It locates the
main events of
Exodus and the
Israelites’ journeying
in the desert until
they reach the plains
of Moab - crossing
the Red Sea, being
fed with manna,
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overcoming Amalek,
Moses receiving the
tablets of the Law on
Mount Horeb and
the Covenant with
the people, the golden
calf and the bronze
serpent.

NATIONAL LIBRARY OF
ISRAEL, ERAN LAOR
CARTOGRAPHIC COLLECTION
(SHELFMARK Pal 575)

what was or was not to be accepted as Sacred Scripture,
God’s word addressed to mankind. Since this double pro-
cess (the composition process of the books and their accep-
tance as writings inspired by God) is examined in Biblical
studies, a timeline of The Composition and Compiling of
the Bible is given (2 p. 12).

It is also relevant that this process resulted in several
different collections of books. The different Biblical Can-
ons are shown together (2 p. 14), to enable comparison of
the parallels and divergences between the Hebrew Bible, its
Greek translation, and the Christian Bibles.
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Overview of salvation history

The unifying thread that runs through the various books
of Sacred Scripture is that all of them make God known.
answer to the question: If God has revealed himself as the
Creator of a good world that he loves and has left to the
care of beings created in his own image and likeness, why
does evil exist? The Bible’s answer is not an argument but
an account of the history of salvation. Evil exists because
of man’s disobedience to God’s plans, but God himself
takes the initiative to put an end to injustice, suffering and
death. To do so he first chooses Abraham and prepares a
Covenant with him; then, through Moses, he makes this
Covenant with his descendants, and finally offers salvation
to the whole human race, with a new and eternal Cove-
nant, through Jesus Christ. This is detailed in an overview
of God’s Covenant with Mankind (2 p. 16).

In order to give a clearer picture, the overview delib-
erately does not include dates or biblical references. But
salvation history is real history: God makes himself known
and offers his friendship to people living in real places at
specific times, and all of this is set down and proclaimed in
books inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Next comes a presentation of The Lands of the Bible (2
p. 18). It is followed by a general Timeline of the Old Tes-
tament (2 p. 20), from the Patriarchs to the time of Jesus
Christ: God’s Covenant with Israel, as told in the Hebrew
Bible, which is the Christian Old Testament. The story of
the Old Testament can be divided into eight periods (2 pp.
22-95). For each period, three features are given:

« A detailed timeline, plus a list of the books in the
Bible that relate to that period, not according to when
they were written, but because of their content, the
time they are set in, or the author they are attributed
to in the texts themselves. For the historical booksitis
easier to establish these connections; for the poetical,
wisdom and prophetic books they are sometimes only
approximate.

« Maps, indicated in the list of Contents by the location
icon 9.

« Infographics about each book in the Bible, indicated
in the list of Contents by the bookmark icon M. They
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The genres

of the Bible
Recognizing the
literary genres of the
books of Sacred
Scripture belps grasp
the authors’
intentions in writing
them and so
understand the deep
truth they wished to
pass on. Each book
also needs to be read
within the unified
setting of the whole
Bible, and within the
faith and living
Tradition of the
Church (see Vatican
II, Dogmatic
Constitution Dei
Verbum, no. 12).

include dates of the oldest extant manuscripts for each

book. This information, gathered by National Geo-
graphic Magazine, shows the reliability of the sources

used by scholars to establish the texts of Sacred Scrip-
ture. The central band of the graphics highlights com-
mon themes — Sacrifice, Law, Anointing, Temple,
Prophet, King, Priest — which are marked by a com-
pass icon @.

A new and eternal Covenant

Salvation history reaches its zenith with the death and Res-
urrection of Jesus. “In many and various ways God spoke of
old to our fathers by the prophets,” says the opening of the
Letter to the Hebrews; “but in these last days he has spoken
to us by a Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world” (Heb 1:1-2).

This section begins with a general Timeline of the New
Testament in Jesus Christ (2 p. 96). It is an open-ended
timeline because salvation history continues in the life of
the Church and will continue until the end of time, when
Jesus returns at his Second Coming.

This section adopts the standpoint of the Holy Land and
its historical periods: the Roman Era, in two parts, before
and after the destruction of Jerusalem ordered by Hadrian
(2 pp. 98 and 120); the Byzantine Era (2 p. 122); The
Rashidun, Umayyad, Abbasid and Fatimid Caliphates (=
p- 124); The Crusader Kingdoms (2 p. 126); The Mamluk
and Ottoman Periods (2 p. 128); and the current situation
of Palestine and the State of Israel (2 p. 130).

Between the first and second Roman eras come two
more detailed timelines: one on the three years of The Pub-
lic Life of Jesus (2 p. 100), which is necessarily approxi-
mate; and one on the development of The Church in the
First Century (2 p. 108). These are accompanied by maps
and infographics for each book of the New Testament.

This book ends with a suggested Bibliography and Rec-
ommended Reading (2 p. 132), listing some editions of
the Bible, and other books, which Bible Portico hopes to
complement usefully. m
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Down through many centuries, believers handed on traditions, histories, and teachings,
and wrote them in books inspired by God. Those writings were gathered and later
translated into other languages. That is how the Bible as we know it was put together.

The Composition and
Compiling of the Bible

Rabbis (Masoretes) add vowel-signs

Date of St Paul's first letter to and other symbols to the Hebrew Bible The Council of

the Thessalonians, making (written in consonants alone) to preserve Trent defines the
it the oldest document in correct reading and pronunciation. complete list of the
the New Testament. Others ! books that form the

l|

The final version
of many of

the books is
produced during
the Babylonian
exile and after
the exiles’ return
to Judah.

During the reign of
Josiah in Judah, the
“book of the Law” is
rediscovered. This
means that there
are already written
traditions before the
Babylonian exile.

2 Kings 22

2 Chronicles 34

may be written as late as the
beginning of the 2™ century.

Formation of the Greek Bible.

The Hebrew Bible is translated

into Greek (the Pentateuch is
finished c.285-246 BC); this Greek
“Septuagint” also includes books
composed in Greek. This is the basis
of the Catholic Old Testament. The
New Testament is composed in
Greek during the 1t century AD.

Composition of Sirach (Ecclesiasticus),
translated into Greek 50 or 60 years
later. In the prologue of the translation
the author refers to “the reading of the
Law and the Prophets and the other
books of our fathers.”

Sirach, Prologue

Nehemiah, governor of
Jerusalem, gathers the

Evidence of awareness
of a Christian canon:

St Irenaeus of Lyons,
and later Origen, testify
that the Christian
community accepts the
four Gospels and only
those four.

Rabbinical
discussions about
the canon at
Jamnia, which later
enable the books
of the Tanakh or
Hebrew Bible to be
defined.

Earliest appearance of the list of books
of the New Testament exactly as we
have it today, although in a different
order, in a letter by St Athanasius of
Alexandria.

St Jerome embarks on his
Latin translation of the Bible,
the Vulgate.

The provincial council of
Hippo (in present-day
Algeria) lists the canon
of the Catholic Church
(except the Apocalypse)
which will be reproduced
later by the Ecumenical
Councils of Florence
(1442) and Trent (1546).

Differences between
the Patriarch of
Constantinople and
the Pope become so
acute that they result
in the Great Schism.

canon of the Bible.

Start of the Protestant
Reformation. Reformers raise
objections to some Catholic
teachings and demand changes
in Church liturgy and theology.
One of their rallying-cries is for a
return to Bible in its pristine form,
so that they limit the canon of the
Old Testament to the Tanakh.

The Gutenberg Bible.

Santes Pagnini’s Latin
translation of the Bible
is the first to divide the
chapters into verses.

Robert Estienne
revises Pagnini’s

division into verses:

all modern editions
use his version.

people and the scribe Ezra
reads “the book of the Law
of Moses” to them.
Nehemiah 8

King James
Version of
the Bible.



The Canons of the Bible

The Tanakh: the Hebrew Bible

Judaism calls its 24 sacred books the
Tanakh. This is an acronym formed by
the initial letters of the three sets of
books: the Torah or Law; the Nevi'im or
Prophets; and the Ketuvim or Writings.

Hebrew is written
from right to left

The canon of the Rabbinical Bible
(the Hebrew Bible) was probably
fixed around the 2™ century AD.

Torah (Law, instruction, teaching)

Genesis
Exodus
Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Nevi’'im (Prophets)

Joshua
Judges
Samuel
Kings

Isaiah

Jeremiah

Ezekiel

Twelve minor prophets: Hosea, Joel, Amos,
Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi)

Ketuvim (Writings)

Psalms
Proverbs
Job

Song of Solomon

Ruth

Lamentations
Ecclesiastes (Qoheleth)
Esther

Daniel
Ezra-Nehemiah
Chronicles

14 BIBLE PORTICO

Septuagint: the Greek Bible

The Greek translation of the Tanakh, made
between the 3 century BC and the 1t century
AD, differs from the present Hebrew version in
several respects. It accepts more writings, some
written directly in Greek, as sacred; the books
come in a different order; some are split into two;
each of the 12 minor prophets is counted as one
book; and the books of Esther and Daniel include
additional passages. The total number of books
are the 46 books of the Catholic Old Testament.

Pentateuch and Historical Books

Genesis Joshua
Exodus Judges
Leviticus Ruth
Numbers 1 Samuel
Deuteronomy 2 Samuel -
1Kings Each pair is
2 Kings preseﬁted as
1 Chronicles Zne/fmgl;}e
2 Chronicles ookin the
Ezra Hebrew Bible
Nehemiah
Tobit
Judith Not included
Esther in the Hebrew
1 Maccabees Bible

2 Maccabees

Poetic and Wisdom Books

Job

Psalms

Proverbs

Ecclesiastes (Qoheleth)
Song of Solomon
Wisdom

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)

Prophetic Books

Isaiah
Jeremiah
Lamentations

Not included in the Hebrew Bible

Baruch Not included in the Hebrew Bible

Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah

Micah All 12 are one single book
Nahum in the Hebrew Bible

Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

The list of books accepted as genuinely sacred by each community of believers,

and the order in which they come, is called the “canon”.

The Catholic Bible

The Bible of the early Christians was the Septuagint. The
authors of the New Testament, writing in Greek, took it as
their reference. However, the books ended up in a different
order. Just as the People of Israel had had to sift the writings
that contained God's revelation, the Church too had to discern
the truthfulness of the stories about the life of Jesus and the
teachings of his Apostles, and eventually agreed on the 27
books that now form the New Testament canon.

OLD TESTAMENT NEW TESTAMENT
Pentateuch Gospels

Genesis Matthew

Exodus Mark

Leviticus Luke

Numbers John

Deuteronomy

Acts of the Apostles

Historical Books

Joshua Writings attributed

Judges to St Paul

Ruth Tobit

1 Samuel Judith Romgns .

2 Samuel Esther 1 Corl.nthl.ans

1Kings 1 Maccabees 2 Cor!nthlans

2 Kings 2 Maccabees Galatians

1 Chronicles Ephesians

2 Chronicles Philippians

Ezra Colossians

Nehemiah 1 Thessalonians

2 Thessalonians

Poetic and 1 Timothy

. 2 Timothy
Wisdom Books Titus

Job Philemon

Psalms

Proverbs Letter to

Ecclesiastes (Qoheleth)
Song of Solomon
Wisdom

the Hebrews

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) Catholic Epistles
James
Prophetic Books 1 Peter
2 Peter
1John
Isaiah Hosea 2 John
Jeremiah Joel 3 John
Lamentations Amos Jude
Baruch Obadiah
Ezekiel Jonah
Daniel Micah : Apocalypse
Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

The Bible of
the Orthodox
Churches

For the Old Testament,
they accept the
Septuagint plus other
writings considered
apocryphal by the
Catholic Church
including Psalm 151, 2
Ezra, 3 and 4 Maccabees
(and for some, Enoch
and Jubilees), ending up
with a longer canon of
53 books.

The Bible of
the Protestant
Communities

They recognize the
Tanakh as valid, and
the additional 7 books
that passed from the
Septuagintinto the
Catholic Old Testament
as apocryphal. However,
they accept the order
and distribution into

39 books of the Greek
version: Pentateuch,
the Historical books, the
Wisdom books and the
Prophetic books.

* % %

The New Testament
canon is currently
agreed on by all
Christians, although the
Ethiopian Orthodox
add eight more books in
their “Broader Canon”.
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God’s Covenant with Mankind

The Bible, though written by men, is not presented as a human answer
to religious questions, but as the true revelation of God and his plans.

Creation

Mankind is placed in
a paradise created
for his enjoyment
and for him to tend.
God the Creator
reveals himself to
man, speaks with
him as a friend, and
gives him ataskin
this world: to rule it
and care for it.

Evil Appears

Tempted by the
devil, the man and
the woman think
that they can be
happy without their
Creator. By rejecting
God's plans, they
bring evil, division
and death into the
world. But God does
not abandon them
and promises that a
descendant of the
woman will be the
Savior.

Covenant
with Noah

Evil grows so much
that God repents

of having created
mankind. Before
destroying it he
finds one good man,
Noah. After the
Flood God makes a
Covenant with Noah
and his sons.

After Noah the
generations

go by and men
again become
proud, building
a great tower
and believing
themselves
independent of
their Creator.
God confuses
their language
and mankind
scatters.

Abraham —

To be able to
bring mankind
together again
God chooses
one of Noah's
descendants:
Abraham.

God promises
Abraham a land for
his possession, a
new world to rule
and care for.

God promises
Abraham that
he will make his
descendants
into a people as
numerous as the
stars in the sky.

God renews his
Covenant with
mankind through
Abraham. He

will be their God
and Abraham'’s
descendants will
be his people.

The Patriarchs

God renews his
Covenant with
Abraham'’s son

Isaac;
and with Isaac’s son

Jacob;

and with Jacob’s 12 sons
and their descendants,
who become a nation:

Israel.

Reuben

Simeon

Levi

Judah

Dan

Naphtali

Gad

Asher

Issachar

Zebulun

Joseph, with his sons
Manasseh
and Ephraim

Benjamin

Exodus from Egypt

After many generations
the people of Israel has
grown but is enslaved in
Egypt. God intervenes
again: he calls a man,

Moses,

and tells him to guide
the people to the land he
promised to Abraham.

In the desert, God
establishes his Covenant
with Israel. The people
promise to be faithful,
but turn away from God
again and again. The
Israelites wander in the
desert for 40 years until
Moses’ death.

Conquest of Canaan

The settlement of the tribes of Israel in
Canaan is not a peaceful process and
takes a long time. First it is led by

Joshua;
later by judges like

Deborah, Gideon and Samson;
by prophets like

Samuel;
and by kings:

Saul, David and Solomon.

In Jerusalem, Solomon builds a Temple which is a sign
of God's presence among his people and the place
where Israel offers sacrifices. When Solomon dies the
Kingdom is divided in two:

— The Kingdom of Israel in
the north, whose capital is
Shechem, Tirzah and Samaria,

successively. Its kings arenot | ﬁ&d Srincli;ts
faithful to the Covenant. Itis p P
conquered by the Assyrian Elijah,
Empire and its inhabitants Isaiah,
exiled. Jeremiah

— The Kingdom of Judah in and others to

the south, whose capital is recall God’s
Jerusalem. Its kings, faithful promises to
and unfaithful to the Covenant the people and
with God, are always David's prevent them
descendants. Conquered by from falling
Nebuchadnezzar, King of into idolatry.

Babylon, its inhabitants are
exiled for a time.

The New Covenant

After the return from Babylon, Israel comes to
understand that God is patient, compassionate, merciful,
and faithful to his word. And God keeps his promises.
From the descendants of Abraham, the tribe of Judah
and the family of David,

Jesus

is born: the eternal Son of the Father, God made man.
By his death and Resurrection Jesus Christ establishes
a new and eternal Covenant which restores mankind to
friendship with God.

With Pentecost begins the time of the Church, the new
people of God: the new Covenant will continue to bring
salvation to the whole world until the culmination of
history with the Second Coming of Christ.



\Y

The Lands of the Bible

1 The Promised Land

Canaan, Israel, Judah, Yehud, Judea,
Palestine, the Holy Land... Different
names for the same place: the strip of
land between the Mediterranean Sea
and the River Jordan, which was the only
way for the Nilotic civilizations to expand
northward, and the civilizations of the
Fertile Crescent to expand southward. God
promised Abraham that his descendants
would possess this land, and God chose it
for his Word to become man.

2 Babylon

Abraham'’s native land, but also the power
which, in the 6% century BC, conquered
the Kingdom of Judah, destroyed the

3 Egypt

In the Bible, Egypt is mainly the scene of
the Exodus. Additionally, in the time of
the two kingdoms of Israel and Judabh,
Egypt disputed regional hegemony

with the Northern powers. In the New
Testament, St Matthew relates that the
Holy Family took refuge in Egypt for a
time during Jesus’s infancy.

4 Nineveh

The capital of the Assyrian Empire, which
conquered the Northern Kingdom and its
capital Samaria in 722 BC.

5 Persia

The expansion of the Persian Empire in

the 6" century BC ended the decades-long
domination of the region by Babylon. Cyrus,
King of Persia, gave permission for deportees

from Jerusalem to return home in 539/538 BC.

Yehud (Judah) was a province of the Persian
Empire for two centuries.

6 Syria

The Acts of the Apostles state that it was in
Antioch in Syria that the disciples were first
called “Christians”. The scattering of the first
faithful after the martyrdom of St Stephen
took the Gospel to Phoenicia (present-day
Lebanon), Cyprus, and Syria.

7 Asia Minor

Many Christian communities
flourished here (present-day
Turkey): some were founded by

St Paul and St Barnabas on their

first missionary journey. In the
Apocalypse St John sends messages
to seven of these churches: Ephesus,
Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Philadelphia and Laodicea.

8 Rome

The last part of the Acts of the Apostles
gives a detailed account of St Paul’s
journey to Rome as a prisoner. St Luke
ends his account with St Paul’s arrival
there. From Rome, capital of the
Empire, the paths of the Gospel are
opened to the whole world.
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Timeline of the
Old Testament

o

The Patriarchs:
Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob

Abraham arrives
in the land of

Canaan. to Egypt.

The history of Israel is intertwined

with the histories of the peoples and
civilizations struggling for hegemony in
the region: Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Persia,
the Empire of Alexander the Great, Rome.

Joseph and his
brothers move

(2]

The Journey to the
Promised Land

Exodus of the
Israelites from Egypt
through the Red Sea,
guided by Moses.

(3]

The Conquest of
Canaan and the
Time of the Judges

Conquest of Canaan
by the Israelites.

Israel fights for control of
Canaan with small independent
kingdoms: Amorites, Hittites,
Jebusites, Perizzites, Hivites,
Philistines, Amalekites.

City-states centering
on Egypt.

@ Beginnings of
the Monarchy

Saul is King of Israel.

0® Return of Judah
from Exile

Cyrus, King of Persia,
frees those deported
from Jerusalem.

David is King of Israel.

@ Hellenistic
Era

Judea falls under
the control of the
Seleucids.

fheebgéﬁiglge ?: Rebellion of the
Solomon is King of Israel. Jerusalem. M:accabees.
‘ Nebuchadnezzar 9
§ conquers Jerusalem. Roman
Rehoboam is King First Second deportation, and R
of Judah (Southern deportation destruction of the Temple.
Kingdom). from Judah.
© The Kingdoms of Israel i
; : | and Judah up to their Ersonian :
Jeroboam is ’ p : general Pompey
King of Israel Destruction and the Exile conquers
(Northern Jerusalem.
Kingdom). i
Tiglath-Pileser lll, King of Assyria,
conquers Israel and its capital, Samaria. Its
population is taken captive by Sargon II. !-Ierpd the Great
is King of Judea.

Province of the
Babylonian Empire.

Kings in Israel. The
North under Assyrian  the Persian
control from 722 BC.  Empire.

Ruled by the Hellenistic dynasty = Roman

of the Ptolemies of Egypt. rule.
Province of Empire of Ruled by the Independent
Alexander Syro-Hellenistic Jewish rule
the Great. Seleucids. in Judah.



€@ The Patriarchs:
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob

Completion of the Great Stonehenge built. Ziggurat of Hammurabi, King of Completion of Decline of the
Pyramid of Giza, one of Ur of the Babylon, draws up the the Palace of Cycladic civilization
the seven wonders of Chaldees Code of Hammurabi, Knossos, capital which had flourished
the ancient world. built. the oldest legal code of the Minoan in the islands of the
found to date. Civilization in Aegean.
Crete.

Abraham arrives
in the land of
Canaan.
Genesis 12
Books of the Bible for this Period
Joseph and his brothers
move to Egypt.
Genesis 42

Genesis
Genesis 1-11: Creation and first ages of mankind.

Genesis 12-50: Origin and development of the
Chosen People: Abraham and his descendants.
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Genesis | Gen

Literary genres

Genesis includes several genres:

« Allegory and sapiential (wisdom): The
creation and early stages of mankind
(chapters 1to 11) is a figurative account
situated outside historical time.

« Legend: The story of the chosen people
starting from Abraham (chapters 12 to
50) is based on real facts and people,
but with some aspects imaginatively
magnified.

« Genealogy: Genesis includes ten
series of ancestors / descendants, that
structure the story and give it a sense of
progression.

« Poetry: Such as the blessings of Isaac
(chapter 27) and Jacob (chapter 49).

=
e
o N
5;;&$‘-* A

Date of the 2nd — 1t centuries BC  mmmm

Chapters 1 2 3

Composition history

The final version of the Book of Genesis seems

to have been completed around 400 BC, after

the Babylonian exile. The authors started off

from ancient traditions handed down from

generation to generation orally and in writing.

In the 19t century, four strands were proposed:

« Elohist: From the Northern Kingdom before
its destruction in the 8" century BC.

» Deuteronomist: Taking shape in Judah during
the 7t-century BC religious reform.

« Yahwist: The narratives at the start of
Deuteronomy.

« Priestly: Produced by Israelite priests in exile
in Babylon.

But scholars now consider it impossible to trace

the traditions with any certainty.

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20

oldest extant
fragments of
manuscripts

15t— 2" centuries AD mm
3 century
Early 4% century

First

descendants of
Adam and Eve

Descendants of of Noah's sons
Adam as faras Noah  Shem, Ham

Descendants of Descendants of Shem

Noah as far as Terah

Descendants Descendants of Terah:

Abraham, Nahor and Haran

and Japhet
—O— O

4 O \/

. \.J H
By contrast with the Babylonian myths, Abraham, Sarah and
the account of the origins of the world and God's free choice is shown from the their family are the
mankind relate that there is only one God, start, when he prefers Abel’s sacrifice first-fruits of mankind
creator of all that exists, who transcends his to Cain’s. As the human race grows, freed from the evils

creation, and who seeks a relationship of
friendship with mankind.
The origin of evil: God sees that
everything he created is very good.
However, the initial harmony between
mankind, nature, animals and God is
broken by the sin of our first parents.

26 BIBLE PORTICO

evil spreads, until God repents of
creating mankind and sends the
Flood. Only Noah and his family
are saved. After the Flood the great
family of mankind is divided up
according to its different languages.

of idolatry and the
confusion evidenced at
Babel. Their story shows
how God holds to his
choice and reaffirms his
promises of descendants
and a land to live in.

Teaching

In the first chapters, Genesis offers an
answer to the origin of evil and its presence
throughout history: it does not come from
God, who created the world full of goodness
and mankind in his image and likeness to
care for it; evil comes from humans, tempted
by the devil. To this teaching, other truths are
added, in sapiential or allegorical language:

- the existence of only one God, who
transcends the created world and is its
supreme ruler;

« the relationship of love and friendship he
wishes to set up by revealing himself to
mankind;

« and the unity of the human race.

There is also a promise of salvation, which

begins with the calling of Abraham, the first

step in God’s choosing of Israel. Abraham
follows his call in total obedience, to the
point of consenting to sacrifice his son Isaac.

Key concepts

« Creation: It is the beginning of the history
of salvation and the basis of all God's
salvific plans, which culminate in Jesus
Christ.

« Blessing: God affirms the goodness and
beauty of his work of creation by blessing it.
People also bless. Blessings remain forever
with those who receive them.

« Sacrifice: The worship of God is an
acknowledgment that he is Creator and
Lord. From the Christian viewpoint the
sacrifices of the Old Testament are an
image of Christ’s sacrifice on the Cross.

« Covenant: On his own initiative, God
establishes covenants with men, promises
that do not demand a return — pure grace.
God promises Noah that he will not punish
mankind again; to Abraham he promises
divine help, numerous descendants, and
the land of Canaan.

God puts Abraham’s faith to the test by

asking him to offer him his only son Isaac,
at a time when sacrifices to God had not
yet been defined by law = p.33

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50

I I
— —_—
.. Descendants Descendants i~ Descendants
of Isaac: Esau of Esau of Jacob

:

Descendants of and Jacob

Ishmael, the son of
Abraham and his
slave-girl Hagar

0O
N

0O
o

The story of Jacob draws on two cycles of

Almost everything referring traditions: one relating to Jacob and Esau,
and the other to Jacob and Laban. It is set

to Isaac and Rebecca is

told as part of the story of
Abraham (in the previous
chapters) or Jacob (in the birthright;

out as follows:

remaining ones). In practice, flight from his brother and the Promised
Land, marriage to Leah and Rachel;
Jacob's return, meeting with his brother,
and settling of Jacob in Canaan and

Isaac is the link that

transmits God's promises

from Abraham to Jacob.
Esau in Edom.

stories about the acquisition of the

The story of the sons of Jacob,
centering on Joseph and the
vicissitudes that lead Israel into
Egypt. This prepares for the
account of the Exodus. At the end
of the book the blessings of Jacob
on his 12 sons are prophetic: they
show the pre-eminence of the
tribe of Judah and allude to its
connection with the Messiah.
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© The Journeyto
the Promised Land

......................

Region of Phoenicia conquered by Amenhotep IV (Akhenaten), Rameses Il is

Egypt under Thutmosis lll (c. 1479- Pharaoh of Egypt, introduces Pharaoh of Egypt.

1425 BC). Egyptian Empire reaches short-lived monotheistic

its greatest extent. worship of the sun-god Aten.
Exodus of the
Israelites from Egypt
through the Red Sea,
guided by Moses.

Books of the Bible for this Period Exodus 14

Exodus
Story of the departure from Egypt.

Leviticus
Collection of laws.

Numbers
A mixture of legal texts and the story of Israel’s
wandering in the desert.

Deuteronomy
Historical narratives, discourses, exhortations,
and a second collection of laws.

Trojan War.
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Exodus | £x

Literary genres

« Narrative, especially the first 19 chapters,
which relate the people’s departure from
Egypt and the arrival at Sinai.

« Legislative: The Ten Commandments and
the Covenant laws, regulating the whole of
Israel’s life.

History

« Content: Narrates events dating from
about 1250 BC.

« Composition: Traditionally ascribed to
Moses. Some references suggest versions
that predate Israel's arrival in Canaan, but
the text must have been finalized during
the Babylonian exile (586-538 BC).

The Law of Moses is summed up in the Ten

Teaching

God reveals himself as One and Omnipotent,
and also as close to mankind and comingin
search of them. Moses' relationship with God
is one of friendship, speaking with him face
to face, and he thus brings to the people a
Covenant which is both a Law and a promise
of freedom.

Key concepts

» Promise: God reveals himself as faithful to
his word.

« Prophet: God promises Moses that a
prophet like him will come, whom God will
call his son and treat as his son.

« Law: The Torah is the sign of God'’s special
love for his People.

5

Commandments, which forbid whatever

opposes love of God and neighbor, and
are a preparation for the Gospel > p. 103 .

Chapters 1234567 8 9101112131415161718192021222324252627

Date of the 2md — 15t centuries BC  mmmm

oldest extant

15t—2M centuries AD -
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3 century

Early 4% century

Details how the :
Israelites settle

in Egypt and Birth and calling of Moses.
prosper, until God intervenes in history on
the coming of behalf of his people, to fulfill

a Pharaoh who his promises to Abraham, Isaac
enslaves them. and Jacob. He chooses Moses

and gives him the mission of
liberating the Israelites. Moses
thus becomes the prophet par
excellence, he who reveals
God’s name and speaks with
him face to face.
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Departure from Israel reaches Sinai.
Egypt and crossing
through the Red Sea.

Moses’ mission to Pharaoh, backed up by ten
plagues, culminates in the Passover: God “passes
over” and frees the people.. This becomes the
central feast in Israel’s religion. The sacrifice of
the paschal lamb and the meal are described in
detail and the people of Israel are commanded
to commemorate this feast forever.

Leviticus | Lev

Literary genre

- Legislative: Israel's laws are set out in
some chapters of Exodus (the Laws of
the Covenant) and Deuteronomy (the
Deuteronomic Code) but especially
throughout the book of Leviticus.

History

- Content: Narrates the people of Israel's
time at Sinai, in the 13" century BC.

« Composition: Leviticus includes legal
codes from several eras; its high point
is the Law of Holiness, which contains
extremely ancient elements. Leviticus
seems to have reached its final form during
the Babylonian exile (586-538 BC) and
immediately afterwards.

The Tabernacle or Tent
of Meeting foreshadows
the Temple = p. 47

28293031323334353637383940

Teaching

Leviticus was the ritual book of Jewish
liturgy: it laid down how to offer sacrifices,
make consecrations or offerings, and
celebrate feasts. These norms contain and
transmit a profoundly religious sense of life:
“Be holy, for |, the Lord your God, am holy”
(Lev 19:2).

Key concepts

« Holiness: This is the sphere of God, who
no longer speaks from the mountain but
dwells in the midst of his people, and who
does not tolerate impurity, disobedience, or
anything connected with evil and death.

- Priests: They are instituted to offer God
gifts and sacrifices for sins.

Rules are laid down
for sacrifices, and it
is established that
there is only one
place where they
may be offered

‘ p. 49

1234567 8 9101112131415161718192021222324252627

——— | |
Includes rules for
. : celebrating the Day
The meeting with God, and the Covenant The account of Aaron’s of Atonement, Yom
struck between God and his people, are investiture presents the Kippur.

the central events of Exodus. The book
mixes narrative elements (theophany,
ratification of the Covenant, the
Golden Calf) and legislative ones (the
Ten Commandments, the Laws of the

and its ministers). The epilogue shows entirely.

special rules for priests.

The first six chapters lay down the rules for  Objects and people have
L every kind of sacrifice:
Covenant, the laws for God's Tabernacle Holocaust, in which the victim is burnt is holy. This extensive

to be holy because God

set of laws includes

God's presence in the Tabernacle,
among his people, guiding them in their
journeying through the desert.

Oblation, of the produce of the land.
Peace-offerings or communion-offerings,
in which the blood and fat of animals is
burnt in honor of the Lord, but the rest is
eaten at a sacred banquet.

Sin-offerings.

Burnt-offerings in reparation for offenses.

rituals for feast days, the
Sabbath Year, and the
Jubilee Year.

Some rules
about oaths.
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Numbers | Num

Literary genres

« Statistics: Censuses ordered by God,
showing that the people of Israel belongs to
him.

« Legislation: Several lengthy legal texts.

« Narrative: Relates Israel’s journeyings from
the Sinai Desert to the plains of Moab,
before entering Canaan.

History

« Content: Narrates events c.13" century BC.

« Composition: Like all the Pentateuch, it
contains very ancient traditions, which
were given their final form during the
Babylonian exile or shortly afterwards.

Teaching

The desert is a place of testing. The people
of Israel are tempted to rebel against God
who brought them there. But the desert

is also the place where Israel learns about
God’s mercy and faithfulness. Despite his
people’s rebelliousness, God fulfills his plan
of bringing them to the Promised Land.

Key concept

« Cloud: The presence of God accompanying
and guiding his people is symbolized by
the cloud that covers the Tent of Meeting.
Israel organizes its camps around this tent.
They travel with God'’s blessing, as a people
consecrated to him.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 91011121314151617181920212223242526272829

Dateofthe 2" -1t centuries BC mmm ms——

oldestextant 1s:_ 5ud centyries AD s

fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3 century
Early 4 century
__O__ H Death of _Q_
H Aaron. oot The oracles
The meaning : of Balaam.
The census of the tribe of Levi and role of The bronze
introduces various laws about the cloud that serpent.
purity, mutual relations, the vow accompanies The exploration of the Promised
of a Nazirite, the formula for them is Land and the people’s rebellion
blessings, offerings, the design of explained

the lampstand, the offering of the again.

Levites to God and the celebration
of the Passover.

explains why they made a long
detour and entered it through
the country beyond the Jordan.

The four parts of the ; i  toMoab ... :
b;)hoekfg%rrrziepg: Shg; .The peqple are shown The. people rebel and This includes several
the people of Israel 1" all their vast numbers experience the harshness stages; the people

journey through. a.\n.d their deep!y of God:s punishment, the experience God’s.
religious structuring, effectiveness of Moses' punishments and his
preparing to start their intercession, and God's mercy, and he grants
journeying. mercy. them their first victories.
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Deuteronomy | Deut

Literary genres

- Speeches: Three long speeches by Moses,
representing his testament.

« Narrative: Relates the last stage of the
Israelites’ journeying under Moses, as they
camp in Moab.

« Legislation: What looks like a second set
of laws is in reality a re-presentation of the
Law of the Covenant.

History

« Content: Narrates events c.12" century BC.
« Composition: Has theological, literary and
stylistic features in common with Joshua,
Judges, Samuel and Kings. This suggests
the authors start from ancient traditions

There will not arise in Israel
a prophet like Moses, “whom
the Lord knew face to face”
(Deut 34:10), until the time
of Jesus Christ ~ p.103

30313233343536

of the Pentateuch.

Teaching

and earlier writings to produce a great
theological account of the history of Israel,
from its first settling in Canaan up to the
Babylonian captivity. Deuteronomy may
originally have been the prologue to that
account (6" century BC) but may have
been slightly remodeled a little later (5%—4
centuries BC) to form the concluding book

The theological teaching of Deuteronomy
can be summed up as: one God, one people,
one Temple, one land, one law.

e o |
At

12345678 910111213141516171819202122232425262728293031323334

; .
The tribes of
Reuben and
Gad settle in the

country beyond A st of historical

the Jordan. introduction recalling the
- events of the Exodus from
Victory over the great theophany on
Midian. Horeb to their arrival on

the plains of Moab. Moses
exhorts the people to
thank God for the great
feats he has accomplished
in their favor.

The final setting before
entering Canaan, this
presents summaries

of the journeys and
conditions for taking
possession of the land.

This begins with the Ten
Commandments followed by the
confession of faith in the One God
(the Shema), and continues with a
proclamation of God'’s special love.
The journey through the desert with
its infidelities, punishments and
victories are seen as a model of what
can happen when the people are

in the Promised Land. The central
part of the speech consists of the
Deuteronomic legal code (chapters
12-26), a long collection of legal
and moral precepts, including the
command that there is only one
place where God may be worshiped.

T

Succession
to Moses,
and his
death.

This repeats the
exhortations to
be faithful to the
Covenant, which
means choosing
life, instead of
straying from
the paths of
God, which
means choosing
death.
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©® The Conquest of Canaan
and the Time of the Judges

Conquest of Canaan by the Israelites, either forging

alliances or fighting against local peoples: Moabites, Victory over the
Edomites, Amalekites, Arameans, Ammonites, Philistines, Canaanites by
Amorites, Hittites, Jebusites, Perizzites, Hivites. Deborah and Barak.
Joshua and Judges Judges 4-5

Doric invasion: Mycenaean civilization
in decline; Greece progressively
occupied by tribes from the north.

Books of the Bible for this Period

B8

Joshua
Story of Israel’s arrival in the Promised Land.

Judges
Story of the struggles of the twelve tribes to settle
in Canaan.

Ruth
Story of David'’s forebears.

..............

Tiglath-Pileser | restores
the Assyrian Empire.

Israel defeated by the
Philistines. The Ark of
the Covenant captured.
1Samuel 4

The prophet
Samuel builds the
shrine at Shiloh.

Saul is King of Israel.
1 Samuel 8-31
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3

o What Moses Saw from Mount Nebo (Deut 34:1-3)

Panoramic view from the top of Mount Nebo. It is possible to make out the
Dead Sea (called the Sea of Arabah or the Salt Sea in the Bible), the Jordan
valley, the oasis of Jericho and the mountains of Judah.
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Joshua | Josh

Literary genres

« Narrative: Idealized account of the people
of Israel taking possession of the Promised
Land led by Joshua.

« Speeches: The book closes with a speech
by Joshua and the renewal of the Covenant.

History

- Content: Narrates events c.1150 BC.

» Composition: The people of Israel probably
passed down an oral account of their arrival
in Canaan for centuries, and some episodes
were written down. The book must have
been completed in the time of King Josiah
(7t century BC) and included in the Nevi'im
of the Hebrew Bible during the Babylonian
exile.

Teaching

God is faithful and always fulfills his
promises. He gives the Promised Land to the
Patriarchs and their descendants, through
the cooperation of the twelve tribes acting
as one people. From then on the Promised
Land is an essential part of God's Covenant
with Israel.

Key concepts

« Faithfulness: God is faithful and expects
man to respond with faithfulness.

» Promised Land: The land of Israel and the
people of Israel merge into one concept.

« Joshua: The Hebrew name is the same as
“Jesus”, and means “The Lord saves”.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 101112 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Date of the 2 — 1t centuries BC

oldest extant
fragments of
manuscripts

15t =2 centuries AD s
3 century
Early 4% century

Forms a link with the Pentateuch,

and sets out the book’s main
themes, which are later repeated
in the epilogue:
The continuity between the
missions of Joshua and Moses,
as mediators between God and
the people.
The unity of the people,
whose tribes conquer the land
together.

BIBLE PORTICO

The conquest of Jericho is
narrated in theological language
and is paradigmatic for the whole
book. It presents the people of
God as a holy nation, liturgically
arranged, presided over by the
Ark of the Covenant, the symbol
of God's presence among his
chosen ones. It makes clear that
the conquest of the land is a

gift from God, the result of the
people’s obedience and not of
their military prowess.

The territory is divided
up by lot at shrines
such as Gilgal and
Shiloh. This shows
once again that the
land is not a property
acquired by a tribe by
its own means, but all
of it belongs to God,
who has given it to
Israel.

Judges | Judg

Literary genres

 Narrative: Relates Israel’s settlement in the
land of Canaan, and its difficulties.

« Popular legends: Gathers stories of twelve
epic heroes, one for each tribe.

History

- Content: Narrates events ¢.1200-1030 BC.
« Composition: As for the book of Joshua.

Teaching

God reveals himself progressively. While the
wonderful events show forth God's justice,
mercy and faithfulness to his Covenant,
specific deeds by the characters are not
always exemplary.

Ruth ru

Literary genre

« A short popular story: The Hebrew Bible
places it outside the historical books, with
the rolls read on certain Jewish feast days.

History

» Content: Ruth is the great-grandmother of
King David, which places these events a few
decades before 1000 BC.

« Composition: Probably when Judah was
part of the Persian Empire (6'-4% c. BC).

Teaching

God rewards the faithfulness of Ruth the
Moabite woman by including her in the
Chosen People. God is not to be outdone in
generosity.

e O’
i\
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22 23 24 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1011 1213 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 ]2 3 a
— I — — N I —
o o
: : : “Where you go
Before dying I will go, and
Joshua exhorts : The Lord shows his g where you lodge
the people to : faithfulness by raising up 4 I will lodge; your
stay faithful to “judges” or champions to save At the end of people shall be
God and his The first chapters the people from danger: the book two my people, and
Covenant, which  contain the basic Othniel stories are your God my
they renew at theological lesson of the Ehud added from God; where you
Shechem. book: Israel will remain Deborah the time of die | will die, and
in the land as long as Gideon the judges. there will | be
it remains faithful to Jephthah buried.”
the Lord, but it will lose Samson

God's favor if it turns
away from him.

Lesser judges: Shamgar, Tola,
Jair, Ibzan, Elon and Abdon.

The accounts show Israel
falling repeatedly into
unfaithfulness.

THE CONQUEST OF CANAAN AND THE TIME OF THE JUDGES M



O Beginnings of the Monarchy

Two centuries of decline for Assyria and Babylon
in the north, and Egypt in the south, enable the
tribes of Israel to settle in Canaan and develop an

independent Kingdom. King David conquers
Jerusalem and

consolidates his
victories over the
peoples of Canaan.
2 Samuel 5

SN Building of the Temple in Jerusalem.
Saul is King of Israel. )

1 Samuel 8-31

Israel defeated by the Philistines. i

The Ark of the Covenant captured. David is King of Judah Solomon is King of Assembly at Shechem;
e and King of Israel. Judah and Israel. the Kingdom is divided.
2 Samuel 2-4 1Kings 2 1Kings 12
Psalms
Books of the Bible for this Period Religious poems and songs, many of them attributed to King David.
Proverbs

1 Samuel

Story of the prophet Samuel and King Saul. Collections of maxims, sayings and aphorisms, many of them attributed

in the book to King Solomon.

Ecclesiastes (Qoheleth)

Book of wisdom literature, attributed in its first verse to a king in
1 Kings 1-11 Jerusalem, son of David.

Story of King Solomon.

2 Samuel
Story of King David.

Song of Solomon
1 Chronicles and 2 Chronicles 1-9 Book about spousal love, interpreted as a love-story between God and
Story of Israel from Adam to David. mankind, attributed in its first verse to King Solomon.



1 and 2 Samuel | 1 Sam and 2 Sam

In the Hebrew Bible the books of Samuel are
placed immediately after Joshua and Judges,
and before the books of Kings. All together
they form the set of Former Prophets, as
distinct from the Latter Prophets - Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the twelve minor
prophets.

Literary genres

« Narrative: This is the main genre of
both books, although they also contain
powerful lyrical compositions like
Hannah's canticle (1 Sam 2:1-11) and
David’s psalm (2 Sam 22).

« Prophetic traditions: In some passages the
voice of the prophets (Samuel, Nathan)
makes God present among men.

The kings are anointed for
their mission: first Saul
and then David '~ p.57

History

« Content: Relates the transition from the era
of judges, when each tribe acted separately,
to the institution of the monarchy (c. 1070-
970 BC).

« Composition: The two books form the
center of “Deuteronomist” history. Probably
the various events were passed on orally
and some episodes written down and
copied, until a first version was compiled
in the time of Josiah (640-609 BC). The
books must have been finalized during the
exile in Babylon or shortly afterwards.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23

Dateof the 2" -1t centuries BC mmmm

oldestextant |« _5n
fragments of
manuscripts

centuries AD mmmm
3 century
Early 4% century

The story of the birth of Samuel
and his being offered to God
concludes with Hannah's
canticle. It is a song of praise to
God underlining his special love
for the weak, the hungry, the
barren, the poor, and the needy,
as against the well-fed, the
mothers of many sons, the rich,
etc. The Magnificat (Lk 1:46-55)

is inspired by this song. the Covenant.

44 BIBLE PORTICO
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God's calling of Samuel
is different from that
of the judges; he is a
prophet, who listens to
God's voice and passes
on his message. The
people are fighting the
Philistines, their greatest Israel in a private but solemn
external threat, who
even capture the Ark of

AR David and
i Goliath.

God rejects Saul
and sends Samuel
to anoint David as
the future king.

Samuel anoints Saul as King of

rite. The account shows God
taking the initiative.

Teaching

The books of Samuel highlight the religious
meaning of history. God chooses a people
to carry out his saving purpose, and within
that people chooses certain individuals. In a
way, God adapts to the choices they make.
The establishment of a monarchy of Israel
is presented as a defiance of God, but he
uses it to further his plan of salvation. God
always rejects evil and demands justice, but
in some cases he tolerates his chosen ones’
unloving deeds, seeking reconciliation and
forgiveness: God is faithful to the Covenant,
all-powerful and rich in mercy.

The Davidic promise is

Key concepts

« Anointing: The man chosen by God
to save and guide the people must be
anointed with oil (messiah) as a sign of the
permanent presence of God’s spirit in him.

« King of Israel: God accepts the installing
of the monarchy and uses it to make a still
closer Covenant with his people.

« House of David: God promises David
that he will build him an eternal house,
that there will always be a descendant
of David on the throne of Israel. The
promise is understood from the start as a
confirmation of God’s Covenant with the
Patriarchs. Jesus will bring this Covenant to
fulfillment.

fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth, | T

a descendant of David, God
made man I~ p.

i
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Military campaigns of
David and Saul, and

Saul's death in battle. After various
intrigues,
David is
accepted as
The Lord has chosen King of all the

David and protects him,
abandoning Saul. Saul is
the paradigm of the sinner
who persists in wrongdoing
despite proofs of God’s

tribes of Israel.

David commits

adultery with L. Psalm
In response to Bathsheba and of David.
David's wish to S

husband’s death.

build a “house” (a
Temple) for God,
the prophet Nathan
announces to him
that his “house” (his
dynasty) will last
forever.

Having repented
and been forgiven,
he has another
son by Bathsheba,
Solomon. This
begins the House
of David.

David is first consecrated as

protection. King of Judah at Hebron.
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1 Kings 1-11 |1 Kgs 1-11

Literary genre
« Narrative: The histories from the books of
Samuel continue in the books of Kings.

History Key concepts

- Content: Half of 1 Kings centers on the
succession to David and the reign of
Solomon (970-931 BC).

« Composition: The books of Kings were
written during the Babylonian exile, based
on previous written accounts, some of
which are mentioned in the text.

Teaching

The books of Kings, intended for the Jews in
exile in Babylon, aim to rouse awareness that

time” (1 Kgs 9:3).

God dwells close to his people in
the Temple, which is a figure of

people are destined for disaster when they
are unfaithful to God and the Law of God
and turn away to worship other gods.

» Temple: The Temple building, planned
by David and completed under Solomon,
becomes the center of Israel. The Temple
is God’'s home, the place where the people
go to meet their Lord. It is the only place
where sacrifices can be offered to him.

« God's presence: The Lord tells Solomon:
“l have consecrated this house which you
have built, and put my name there for ever;
my eyes and my heart will be there for all

Jesus Christ, God with us = p.103
: R
Chapters 1 22 3} 4 5 6 8 ) 10 1]
Dateofthe 2™ -1%tcenturies BC mmm m— — ——
oldestextant {s_5n centyries AD
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3 century
Early 4" century
O
N :
Solomon asks God Announcement
for a wise and of the division of
..................... T the Kingdom.

understanding

hfart. SOd'tﬁ thi Solomon fulfills his father

Eh%?ﬁg avr\1”d grarl1$ts David’s promise and builds a

it to th'e new king Temple to God in Jerusalem.
; The Ark of the Covenant is

plus power, riches,

kept there, and its altar is the
peace and glory.

only one where sacrifices may
be offered to God.

BEGINNINGS

God renews to Solomon the
promise he had made to his
father: that there will always
be a descendant of David
on the throne of Israel. But
the promise is conditional
on the people keeping
God's commandments
under the king's leadership.
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1 Chronicles and 2 Chronicles 1-9

Literary genres

- Narrative.

- Genealogies, speeches and archive data
about the organization of the Kingdom and
Temple worship in Jerusalem.

History

- Content: Narrates the history of the people
of God from Adam down to the edict of
Cyrus that ends the Babylonian captivity
(539/538 BC). The first book of Chronicles
ends with the death of David, and the
second begins with the reign of Solomon.
The anonymous author of Chronicles
(called “the Chronicler”) does not repeat
what comes in the books of Samuel and

Chapters 1 2 3 4

Dateofthe 2" - 1% centuries BC mmmm
oldest extant
fragments of
manuscripts

15— 2" centuries AD mm
3 century
Early 4% century

__(?__

The genealogies of Judah are

Kings, but presents history from a priestly
standpoint, giving special prominence to
events relating to the Temple, and Temple
worship.

« Composition: The books of Chronicles, as
well as Ezra and Nehemiah, show every
sign of being a re-reading of the history
of the People of God after the exile. They
are thought to have been written around
the years 400-350 BC. The Chronicler
bases his account on ancient sources, but
updates their message for his own times.
Thus he selects his material, omits details
or modifies facts. For example he omits the
less edifying events of King David’s life, to
focus on the fact that he made Jerusalem

&
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0

At the second attempt,
David brings the Ark of the
Covenant to Jerusalem,
where the Levites are

ot}

1 Chron and 2 Chron 1-9

into a holy city, planned the building of
the Temple, and endowed Israel with the
institutions of worship in faithfulness to
the Law.

Teaching

In the Chronicler’s eyes, history is a subject
for interpretation. He presents Israel as a
people chosen and loved by God, called

to maintain hope in the promises of old
(including the promise to David of a future
Messiah), because the Lord is ever present
to his own people. This awareness of
God'’s presence in the midst of his people
is strongly expressed through the Temple
in Jerusalem and its related institutions.
At the same time, God’s continuing

The Temple of Jerusalem is the
House of God, the only place
where sacrifices are offered

p. 105
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presence is conditional on due worship
being offered, and loyal observance of the
Commandments.

Key concept

« Fulfilling the Law: For Israel, the Law (the
Torah) comes from God as a gift to his
people, so that they may know the Lord'’s
will. The destruction of Solomon'’s Temple
and the deportation to Babylon force
the people to face the crucial question of
personal retribution as it was understood
then: God rewards those who do good and
punishes those who do evil. Therefore if
the people suffered exile, it was because
they needed that punishment in order to
recover their faithfulness to the Torah.

28 29 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 )
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especially important because of
David, and those of Levi because
of the priests and Levites.

At the end of the
genealogies there is a
jump in time, and the
book describes the
community in Jerusalem

after the Babylonian exile.

organizing worship.

The narrative part of the book
begins with the death of Saul,
presented as a punishment: “Saul
died for his unfaithfulness; he
was unfaithful to the Lord in that
he did not keep the command

of the Lord, and also consulted a
medium” (1 Chron 10:13).

The census of the people ordered
by David, and God's punishment,
are given as the reason for the
preparations to build the Temple.
They are followed by details of the
preparations and the worship of
God organized around the Levites,
priests, musicians and singers,
gate-keepers, and treasurers.

The concluding passages
of the first book are in
the nature of a last will
and testament: several
speeches by David,
addressed to the people
and to Solomon and

an emotional plea to
God himself. His words
center on the building of
the Temple.

Most of the text referring
to Solomon concerns the
building and dedication

of the Temple. Solomon is
described as full of wisdom
and enormously rich,
because he has the honor
of carrying out the building
of the Temple.

BEGINNINGS OF THE MONARCHY
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Psalms | rs

Literary genre

The Psalms are religious poems. In the

original Hebrew, 57 of the 150 psalms

are named mizmor, meaning songs

accompanied by a musical instrument such

as the lyre or harp. The Hebrew title of the

book is Tehillim, meaning “prayers of praise”.

The psalms express people’s basic attitudes

toward God in the varied circumstances

of their lives, and so take varied forms,

including praise:

» Supplication, both individual and
communal.

« Songs of thanksgiving.

« Songs of praise.

« Songs of wisdom.

Composition history

Composition of the psalms reaches from the
time of the monarchy to the 2" century BC,
when they were finally collected together.
The book seems to have been compiled
from pre-existing partial collections:

« A “Yahwist” collection: Psalms 3 to 41
are attributed to David and use the divine
name YHWH.

« An “Elohist” collection: God is referred to
as “Elohim” in a group of psalms attributed
to the sons of Korah (42-49), David (51-72)
and Asaph (73-83).

« Other collections: Psalms 90 to 119 appear
to come from other shorter collections.

« Collections of psalms of praise: The “songs
of ascents” to the Temple in Jerusalem

20 30 40 50 60
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Psalms 1 10
Date of the
:Idest extanft 15t— 2 centuries AD s =
ragment‘s 4 3 centur
manuscripts y

Early 4% century

Joined in the
Septuagint and
Vulgate (9); the
Vulgate number
is given after the
Hebrew number

in brackets.

Jesus prays this
on the Cross:
“Into your hand |
commit my spirit”
(32[31]:5).

Jesus prays this on the Cross:
“My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” (22[21]:1).

The division into five parts or
“books” is marked by some verses
of solemn praise - doxologies - at
the end of certain psalms. This
division recalls the five books of the
Law, signifying that the psalms are
man's response to the deeds of God
narrated in the Pentateuch.
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A collection of psalms
attributed to David.

The psalms in this
book use the name
“Elohim” for God.

(120-134), another group of “psalms of
David” (138-145), and the Praise psalms
that conclude the book (146-150).

Teaching

Psalms is a book of prayer and praise,
speaking either to God or about him, always
with reference to his actions in creation, in
history, and in people’s lives.

According to the Gospels Jesus had recourse
to the Psalms at heightened moments of
his life, relating them to himself and his
teachings. He also said expressly that the
Psalms, as well as the Law and the Prophets,
were talking about him. He thus gave them
a new, fuller meaning, going beyond their

Psalm 110 (109) applies to Jesus Christ in
a special way: “You are a priest for ever,
after the order of Melchizedek”

70 80 90 100

literal meaning in the Old Testament but in
continuity with it.

Additionally, when they are read and re-read
the psalms reveal a relevance to the present
of the person reading them, and so become
prayer.

Key concept

« Praise: A way of prayer that is totally
disinterested, addressing God and singing
to him for his sake, giving him glory not only
for what he has done but for what he is.

p.117

110 120 130 140 150

Jesus quotes this to show how the Messiah
surpasses David: “The Lord says to my Lord, ‘Sit

at my right hand till | make your enemies your
footstool” (110 [109]:1; Mt 22:45).

Joined in the
Septuagint and
Vulgate (113)

Splitinto two in
the Septuagint and
Vulgate (114-115
and 146-147)

Jesus quotes this as giving the key to
his death: “The stone which the builders
rejected has become the head of the corner.
This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in
our eyes” (118[117]:22-23).

—_——

e
This book
contains psalms This book begins

with a prayer of
Moses and ends

attributed to the
Temple singers.

with an exposition

of the Exodus.

)
/

This book includes the
series that the Jews call the
Hallel, recited at the feast
of Passover (113-118).
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Proverbs | Prov

Literary genre

« Proverbs, including several collections of
maxims, sayings and similes, integrating
human wisdom with faith in the God of
Israel. This book best typifies the sapiential
or wisdom literature of the Bible.

Composition history

Several collections are attribute to Solomon.
He was said to have expressed his legendary
wisdom in three thousand proverbs (1 Kings
4:32). The core of Proverbs may have been
a collection of these maxims, either oral

or written, to which were later (c.700 BC)
added the collection of the “proverbs of
Solomon which the men of Hezekiah king of
Judah copied” (Prov 25:1).

Chapters 1
Dateofthe 2" -1<tcenturies BC mmmm —mmm—
oldest extant 15t— 2nd centuries AD s
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3" century
Early 4% century

Teaching

The book reveals the path opened by God
for people to attain happiness in the affairs
of daily life. It does not stress faithfulness to
the Covenant, sacrifices, or participation in
religious feasts. The counsels are set in the
spheres of family, work, justice, generosity,
and personal or business relations, and are
based on deep faith in the God of Israel.

Key concept

- Wisdom: Represented as a person
in Chapter 8, a first step towards the
revelation of the mystery of the Blessed
Trinity.

Ecclesiastes | tccles
(Qoheleth)

Literary genre

« Instruction: In the Hebrew Bible it is one of
the rolls read on Jewish feast days.

Composition history

Although the book is attributed to “the son
of David, king in Jerusalem” it was probably
written in the 3 century BC, when the
influence of Greek culture reached Judah.

Teaching

Ecclesiastes is read on the Feast of Tabernacles
(Sukkot), when the harvest is over. It invites the
people to rejoice with gratitude for good things,
without forgetting they are a gift from God.

27 3 45 & 7 8 Y 0 1 12 983 14 15 16 17 16, 18 240 21l 22
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A long invitation to be ready to
learn. It includes three poems
exhorting the reader to heed
instruction, to keep what he has
acquired, and to seek familiarity
with wisdom. In solemn language
in chapter 8, Wisdom is described
as a person, connected to the
creation of the world and mankind.
The prologue to St John's Gospel
describes the relationship between
God the Father and the Word in
terms that recall this passage (Prov
8:22-30 and Jn 1:1).
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The longest collections
are the ones attributed
to Solomon.
Prov 10:1 to 22:16.
Prov 25:1 to 29:27.

Seven collections can be discerned

in the book, of different origins and

ages. The same collections come in the
Greek Septuagint in a different order,
indicating that the book was not written
from beginning to end, but gathers and
arranges existing collections of proverbs.

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 e 2b 0 4o 50 6 7
| |
......
The first chapters

dissuade the reader
from acquiring merely

human wisdom: “Vanity

of vanities, says the
Preacher, vanity of
vanities! All is vanity”
(Eccles 1:2).

Acrostic poem (the first letter of
each verse follows the order of
the Hebrew alphabet) about the
qualities of the ideal wife, in the
context of a country family in
ancient Israel.

events,

The reader is encouraged
to seek the wisdom
that gives an answer to

Song of
Solomon | song

Literary genre

« Lyric poetry, read on the night of
Passover.

Composition history

The book probably brings together several
different love-songs (pastoral, the wedding
of Solomon or other kings), combined into
one after the Babylonian exile.

Teaching

 Hope: The Song of Solomon expresses
the joy of human love but also God’s love
for his people and the joy of his people at
knowing they are specially loved.

BENORT O RININT2! Re20 SEES AT SR 67 IS
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The central element,
this poem describes
Solomon'’s wedding-day.
Although the book is
attributed to him and
he is also one of the
characters, the joy of
bridegroom and bride
seem rather to signify
the desire of a newly-
restored Israel to be
faithful to God, and
God's passionate love
for his people.

using the present

moment to live wisely and

remember his Creator.
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1 Kings 12-22
Story of the kings of Israel and Judah.

2 Kings
Story of the two kingdoms up to the fall of Israel (1-17)
and of Judah up to the Babylonian exile (18-25).

2 Chronicles 10-36
Story of the kings of Judah from the death of Solomon
to the edict of Cyrus.

Tobit and Judith
Exemplary stories set in the Assyrian captivity and
during an attack by a powerful enemy.
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2 Kings 18; Isaiah 36 2 Kings 22

Minor Prophets up to 587 BC
Amos, Hosea, Micah, Jonah, Nahum, Zephaniah, and Habakkuk.

Isaiah and Jeremiah
Two of the four major Prophets. They witnessed the decline of the Kingdom of Judah.

Lamentations
Five songs of mourning for the destruction of Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar.

Baruch
Describes the life of the exiles in Babylon.

Ezekiel and Daniel
The other two major Prophets, during the Babylonian captivity.
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2 Kings | 2 Kgs

Literary genres

 Narrative.
« Prophetic traditions.
« Archive data.

History

« Content: Narrates events from the
death of Ahab in Israel (853 BC) to the
deportation of Judah to Babylon (587 BC).
It features many notable characters and
times: Elisha, kings Hezekiah and Josiah,
the Assyrian invasion, the fall of Jerusalem,
and many more.

« Composition: During the exile in Babylon,
but based on previous written accounts,
some of which are named in the text.

“And this was so because the people of Israel

had sinned against the Lord their God, who had
brought them up out of the land of Egypt[...],

and had feared other gods” (2 Kgs 17:7).

Teaching

Continuing from the 1 Kings, it talks about
the connection between freedom and
obedience. God has chosen his people, has
given them his Law, brought them to dwell

in the Promised Land, given them kings to
guide them, promised to listen to them in his
Temple, and sends prophets to remind them
of the Covenant. And at the same time he
always expects the people to obey him freely.

Key concept

« Kingship: Despite the division of the
Kingdom and the kings’ evil behavior, God
is faithful to his promise to David, whose
dynasty retains the throne of Judah.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Dateofthe 2" -1+t centuries BC mmm

oldestextant 1«_ 5
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3 century

centuries AD mmm

Early 4% century

o <

Elisha is heir to the spirit of the The histories of the kings H?ZEkiaI}WCI).I’k.S fqr "j aan
prophet Elijah. He ministers in the of Israel and of Judah are r;%”‘g& geclgljm n IU ar

Northern Kingdom in the second half related in parallel, up to (716~ )- Jerusalem is

of the 9% century BC, during the reigns the fall of Samaria into the
hands of the Assyrians, who
repopulate the Northern
Kingdom with foreigners.

of Ahaziah, Joram, Jehu, Jehoahaz,
and Joash. Elisha is a prophet who

is close to the people, reflecting the
loving aspect of God toward his own.
For example, while Elijah’s miracles
sought to underline the sovereignty
of the one God, Elisha’s are aimed at
solving the problems and difficulties
of ordinary people.
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besieged by Sennacherib,
King of Assyria, and then
freed. Intervention by the
prophet Isaiah throws light
on this event (Is 36-39).

During the reign of Josiah in Judah
(640-609 BC), the “Book of the Law” is
discovered in the Temple. The king initiates
a reform of religion, unifying worship in
Jerusalem, but he meets an untimely death.

2 Chronicles 10-36 | 2 Chron 10-36

Literary genre
 Narrative.

History

« Content: narrates events from the division
of Solomon'’s Kingdom, like the books of
Kings. However this part centers solely
on the kings of Judah and continues the
narrative up to the edict of Cyrus that
ended the Babylonian exile (539/538 BC).

« Composition: Chronicles appears to have
been written around the years 400-350
BC based on ancient sources, when Judah,
or Yehud, was a province of the Persian
Empire.

Teaching

The people, as a community, are called to be
faithful to the Covenant, and can trust in the
ancient promises, because the Lord is always
with his own.

At the same time as being community, each
person is responsible for his or her own
answer to God, and can rely on the hope
that it is always possible to begin again and
again. Every time, every reign and every
person begins their own journey under God's
protection, not burdened with the sins of
their forefathers.

God, who demands faithfulness, is a just
judge, repaying each individual according to
their deeds.

During the reign of Josiah in 2
Judah, “the book of the Law” is [ g
found (2 Chron 34:14-28). I
23 24 25 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36
I
——
i..... Division of
the Kingdom.

Josiah's successors
fall back into
idolatry, and the
Lord punishes
Judah at the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar.
Jerusalem is
ravaged, the Temple
burnt down, and the
inhabitants of Judah
taken in captivity to
Babylon with King
Jehoiakim.

(716-687 BC) and Josiah (640-609 BC)
includes many details on the purification
and repair of the Temple, the reform of
worship and the reorganization of the
priests. Stress is laid on the fact that both
kings convoked the people to celebrate
the Passover. Additionally, Josiah made
a renewal of the Covenant.

The sacred writer does not dwell on any character from
the Kingdom of Israel, but reviews the kings of Judah from

Rehoboam to the Babylonian conquest, evaluating their
actions in the light of the model left by David, and weighing
up the religious reforms that some of them effected:
Jehoshaphat, Joash, Hezekiah, Josiah and Manasseh. He notes
that despite all Manasseh’s impieties, in the end he repented.
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Tobit | Tob

Literary genre

« Sapiential (wisdom) narrative: It reads
like a historical book, but in fact it is really a
“moral story”, whose aim is to instruct and
edify.

History

- Content: It is set in ancient Nineveh, capital
of the Assyrian Empire and supremely
pagan city, to which the inhabitants of the
Kingdom of Israel had been deported in
722 BC.

« Composition: Around 200 BC, when the
Jewish people were subjects of the Seleucid
Empire and found it hard to keep their faith
or practice their religion.

Chapters 1 2 3

Dateofthe 2" -1 centuries BC mmm

Teaching

The main idea is God’s goodness to his
faithful people. God’s love accompanies
those who turn to him in their suffering
with sincere, trusting prayer. Sometimes his
angels are the ministers of his protection.
God’s way of acting is not immediately
apparent to us; but even misfortunes are
permitted by God, for reasons that may not
be evident until the end of the story.

Deuterocanonical

Tobit is one of the “deuterocanonical”

books of the Old Testament, and so it is not
included in the canons of the Hebrew or the
Protestant Bibles.

[ A

oldestextant 1«_ 5
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3 century

centuries AD

Early 4% century
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Judith | Jud

Literary genre

« Sapiential (wisdom) narrative: Like Tobit,
the book of Judith is a fictional account
with a powerful religious purpose.

History

« Content: The story refers to
Nebuchadnezzar, King of Nineveh, shortly
after the Jews had returned from captivity
and rebuilt the Temple; whereas in fact
Nebuchadnezzar was King of Babylon. The
author uses symbolism: the city of Bethulia
is Israel, and Judith is the whole people.

« Composition: Around 150 BC, in the
context of the persecution by Antiochus IV
Epiphanes and the revolt of the Maccabees.

Teaching

While the book of Tobit expresses faith in
God’s care for individuals and families, the
book of Judith proclaims that same care for
the whole people of Israel. In both cases,
faith in God’s providence goes hand in
hand with human cooperation. The defeat
of the Assyrians in the story is the fruit of
Judith’s daring, initiative and skill, not of a
spectacular intervention by God.

Deuterocanonical

Like Tobit, Judith is one of the
“deuterocanonical” books of the Old
Testament, and so it too is not included in
the canons of the Hebrew or the Protestant
Bibles.

Judith prays to
God at the time
that incense was
being offered in the
Temple '~ p.105

Expresses the faith of the

Tobit and his family live in Nineveh
(Assyria), and Sara and her family in
Ecbatana (Media/Persia). Both are pious
Jewish families, deported from Israel, and
smitten with misfortune despite their
faithfulness to God:
Tobit, blinded and impoverished, also has
to endure his wife's incomprehension.
Sara is tormented by the demon
Asmodeus, who has killed each of the
seven husbands to whom she has been
married, on their wedding nights.
Both pray to God, asking to die. The Lord
answers their prayers by sending his angel
Raphael to help them.
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Tobit sends his son Tobias to
Ecbatana to recover some money
he had deposited there. The angel
Raphael appears in the form of a

young man, and accompanies him.

In the first stage of their journey
they catch a fish in the River Tigris.
The fish's gall, heart and liver will
be used to heal Tobit and Sara.
On arriving at Ecbatana, the angel
tells Tobias that according to the
Law he should marry Sara, as her
closest relative, and he explains
to him how to drive away the evil
spirit tormenting the girl. Tobias
does this successfully, and they
celebrate their wedding joyfully.

_4(?_ ............................

Tobias and companions
return to Nineveh. Tobias
heals his father of his
blindness with the fish-gall;
Tobit blesses his daughter-
in-law, and the angel
Raphael reveals his true
identity and disappears.
Then Tobit breaks out in a
song of praise to God.

A summary of the history of
Israel from the time of the
Patriarchs to the occupation
of Canaan, with a further
reference to the conquest
and sack of Jerusalem by
Nebuchadnezzar II.

A great army, on its way to Jerusalem,
lays siege to the city of Bethulia.

A strong contrast is drawn between
the military might of the troops under
their general Holofernes, and the faith
in God shown by the Israelites.

people of Israel: God is Lord,
able to scatter their enemies
like a mighty warrior.

One of the most beautiful

poetic compositions in the Old
Testament, rich in images and

with great depth of content.

When the situation is desperate, Judith
prays confidently and begs God to
help her carry out her plan to save her
people. Itis a bold and dangerous plan,
but she succeeds: Holofernes is killed
and his army melts away.
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Minor Prophets up to 587 BC

Amos | Am

- Literary genres: Oracles, discourses and
visions.

« Historical setting: Amos was a shepherd
from Tekoa in Judah, but God sent him to
prophesy to the Kingdom of Israel, in the
north, between 769 and 743 BC, in the
times of Jeroboam II, mainly around the
shrine at Bethel. Amos was the first of the
“writer prophets”.

» Teaching: At a time of prosperity in Israel
he denounces the chasm between the rich
and powerful, and the rest of the people.
He condemns corruption and social
injustice, and shows that the Lord rejects
merely exterior worship.

Hosea | Hos

» Literary genre: Prophetic oracles.

» Historical setting: Hosea is contemporary
with Amos, and was born in the Northern
Kingdom. His preaching can be dated
to around 750 BC, during the reign of
Jeroboam II.

« Teaching: No prophet equals Hosea in
expressing God'’s love for his people,
presented under the image of marriage.
God asks for faithfulness to his Covenant,
and so Hosea adds sins of idolatry to the
social sins denounced by Amos. At the
same time, God’s mercy is always at the
ready, and he forgives without waiting for
conversion.

Micah | Mic

« Literary genres: Warnings and prophecies
of disaster alternate with promises of
salvation and pleas.

« Historical setting: Micah was from
Moresheth, near Hebron in Judah, where he
preached at the end of the 8" century BC,
during the reigns of kings Jotham, Ahaz and
Hezekiah. He was a contemporary of Isaiah.

« Teaching: He recalls God’s judgment
against social injustices so as to call the
people to conversion, but also reminds
them that God is faithful and that a
“remnant of Jacob” will be saved.

Jonah | Jon

« Literary genre: Narration of the life and
vicissitudes of a reluctant prophet.

« History and composition: The story may
date from the Kingdom of Israel before the
fall of Nineveh (612 BC), but the style and
composition suggest that the book was
written during the Persian period.

« Teaching: The book should be read as a
fable showing God’s dominion over all
nations, whom he embraces in his mercy.
His threats of punishment are actually calls
to conversion and penance.

Nahum | Nah

« Literary genre: Prophetic reflection.

« Historical setting: Nahum was from
Elkosh in Judah. He preached between
the time of the widest expansion of the
Assyrian Empire (663 BC, when it reached
Thebes or No-Amon, in Egypt), and the
destruction of Nineveh at the hands of the
Neo-Babylonian Empire (612 BC).

- Teaching: God’s sovereignty over all
nations, and his special providence toward
Israel.

Zephaniah | Zeph

« Literary genre: Prophetic oracles.

« Historical setting: He preached in
Jerusalem in the time of King Josiah (640-
609 BC), probably before Josiah'’s religious
reform and before Jeremiah.

« Teaching: Zephaniah’s main charges
against Judah are idolatry and injustice. The
people’s iniquities mean that the “day of
the Lord” will come as a “day of wrath”.

Habakkuk | Hab

- Literary genres: Prophetic oracles,
imprecations, and epic psalms.

« Historical setting: Habakkuk’s prophecy
dates from between the fall of Nineveh
(612 BC) and the conquest of Jerusalem by
the Neo-Babylonian Empire (587 BC).

« Teaching: Instructed in the traditional faith
of Israel, Habakkuk firmly believes that God,
as the one sovereign Lord, guides the paths
of nations, and he questions himself about
the punishments that befall Israel. The
answer is that every nation that oppresses
them will be punished by the Lord of the
Universe, while the just will be saved if they
persevere in faithfulness to God.
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Isaiah | s

In the Catholic Bible the book of Isaiah is the
first of the four major prophets, one of the
longest of the prophetic books and maybe
the most important. In the Hebrew Bible

it is also the first of the “Latter” prophets,
preceding Jeremiah, Ezekiel and the twelve
minor prophets.

Literary genre
» Prophetic oracles.

History

- Content: the prophecies of Isaiah are
set within a period of about forty years:
between the death of Uzziah (733) and
Hezekiah (716-687). This is the period of
the expansion of the Assyrian Empire.

« Composition: although the book has
reached us as one item attributed by
Jewish and Christian writers to Isaiah, it
seems to have been compiled in stages.

- The first stage of this process may be
Isaiah’s own lifetime, reflected in most of
chapters 1-39.

- A second stage is the Babylonian captivity,
seen in chapters 40-55.

- The final stage is in Judah on the return
from exile, for chapters 56-66.

But experts disagree about the order of
composition, the number of authors, and
whether the present book was compiled
on the basis of pre-existing pieces. In any
case, it is reasonable to think that the book
took its present form at the end of the 6t
century BC.

The promised Messiah will

enlarge the Kingdom, and

there will be peace without

end on the throne of David
p.106
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Oracles aimed at
the people of God

The time of the kings in Judah.
Isaiah'’s visions and oracles from
the 8% century BC, especially
about the coming Messiah.
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Sennacherib's siege of
Jerusalem fails and he is
assassinated by his sons.

Teaching

Isaiah offers a summary of the faith of

Israel and announces Jesus Christ more

clearly than any other prophet. It is the

Old Testament book most quoted in the

New Testament after the Psalms, and the

most-read prophet in Catholic liturgy. Some

themes run throughout the book:

» God’s transcendence. This theme is clearly
influenced by Isaiah’s own calling, which
happens in the setting of a vision of God's
majesty. The Lord is shown as transcendent
and at the same time personal, with
anthropomorphic qualities.

« The offense given to God by people’s sins.
The counterpart to God’s holiness is the

sinfulness of human beings, who persist in
rebelling against their Creator.

« The announcement of the future
messiah, a savior described with kingly
characteristics. He is Emmanuel, who will
restore David’s dynasty.

« The universality of salvation; Israel's
position as the chosen people is underlined,
but presented as the channel of salvation
for all the nations on earth.

« Eschatological hope, directed towards a
final, permanent world, a new creation,
freed from sorrow and war.

Isaiah connects anointing with
the presence of the Holy Spirit:
“The spirit of the Lord God is
upon me, because the Lord has
anointed me” (61:1) = p.104
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Nineveh by and justice. servant.”
his sons

Consoling oracles to those who have
suffered the years of exile in Babylon
(586-538 BC): the Lord himself will
save his people through his Servant.

Conflicts that arose on return
from exile (5" century BC).
Oracles of a markedly
eschatological and universal type.
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Jeremiah | Jer

Literary genres

« Prophetic oracles written in verse and
collected by theme, not in chronological
order.

« “Confessions” or lamentations: Poetical
pieces where the prophet pours forth his
soul in trusting prayer to God.

« Narrative: Prose accounts about Jeremiah’s
doings, attributed to his scribe Baruch.

History

« Content: Jeremiah was active in Judah
when the neo-Babylonian Empire was
becoming a threat (605 BC on). He
witnessed the conquest of Jerusalem
by Nebuchadnezzar (587 BC) and the
deportation to Babylon.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5

Dateofthe 2" -1 centuries BC mmmm —

« Compilation: The book itself tells,

in chapter 36, how Jeremiah was
commanded by God to write down his
oracles (605-604 BC). The set of oracles
was read in the Temple before the people,
and then before King Jehoiakim, who had
them burned. At the Lord’s command
Jeremiah dictated the oracles again to
Baruch, who wrote them down again,
adding more. This seems to be the origin
of the book, but it appears then to have
been enriched and updated in light of later
events (exile and restoration), being putin
its final form around the 5% century BC.

MY

¢ -F %

© 7 @& 9 40 91 12 12 94 1516 17 16 1¢ 20 22

Teaching

The book of Jeremiah is full of
Deuteronomist teachings, rooted in the fact
that the prophet is passing on God’s word,
and is the authorized interpreter of history.
Jeremiah repeatedly stresses that the
misfortunes that have come upon Judah,
and the exile, are the result of sinning and
breaking the Covenant.

However, God'’s last word is not destruction
but restoration. This final salvation is the
result of a conversion of heart, which does
not come about by man’s attempts to act
ethically, but is granted by God.

Jeremiah announces the Messiah,
descended from David, but gives a purified

view of him: he will be Savior as well as king.

The despoiling and burning of the
Temple signify that it has ceased
to be the place chosen by God to
dwell with his people "~ p.105

Key concept

« New Covenant: in the “book of
consolation” Jeremiah announces a
spiritual covenant: “Behold, the days are
coming, says the Lord, when | will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and
the house of Judah, not like the covenant
which | made with their fathers when | took
them by the hand to bring them out of the
land of Egypt, my covenant which they
broke, though | was their husband, says the
Lord. But this is the covenant which | will
make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the Lord: | will put my law within
them, and | will write it upon their hearts;
and | will be their God, and they shall be my
people” (Jer 31:31-33).
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calledand : : Jerusalem.
Jeremiah'’s oracles and

His vision of a boiling

e L Chapters 30-33 form a

separate section amidst the
account of what Jeremiah
suffered to fulfill his mission.
They are known as the “book
of consolation,” because
they contain promises for
the rebuilding of Jerusalem
and a New Covenant for the

SEE symbolic actions stress the

threat menacing imminence of Jerusalem’s
Judah and Jerusalem punishment, caused by
because of the people’s the people having broken
infidelity to God. the Covenant.

An account of Jeremiah’s
many sufferings before

and during the siege of
Jerusalem, especially at

the hands of the king and
nobles of Judah. From the
earliest times of Christianity,

The text of the book of
Jeremiah has come down

to us in two versions: the Jeremiah expresses the ------ i

His vision of a rod of

almond symbolizes judgment of God who " Jeremiah'’s life and teachings
g the:Greek. a call to conversion urﬁshes with exile, which pesplepceyerant Magwil have been seen as the
The Hebrew text is about g p ’ stand forever. - Geiof
addressed to Israel. is the fault both of kin i clearest figure of Christin
2,700 words longer, and the e CAOLSTAC SNl el 11k

and of false prophets. the Old Testament.

oracles come in a different
order from the Greek. Here
we follow the Hebrew text,
which is divided into three
parts, plus a prologue and
an epilogue.
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Jerusalem

FROM SOLOMON'S REIGN UP TO

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE

Modern
roads

Wall and buildings of

the Old City during the
medieval Ottoman period
(very similar to the ones
that can be seen today).
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Lamentations |Lam

Literary genre

« Elegy. Five songs of lamentation (four of
them being acrostics) on the devastation of
Jerusalem.

History

« Content: The epilogue of Jeremiah is a
narration of Judah’s defeat and deportation
to Babylon (587 BC). Lamentations is like a
second, sapiential and poetic epilogue.

« Composition: Traditionally believed to be
written shortly after the fall of Jerusalem.

Teaching

Suffering can lead to conversion and be filled
with hope if it is met with faith in God.

Chapters 1 2 3

Dateof the 2" -1t centuries BC mmmm

Baruch | Bar

Literary genres

Several genres, both prose and verse:
letters, prayers of petition and contrition,
songs of praise, consolation and
lamentation.

History

« Content: An account of the Jews
deported to Babylon.

» Composition: Some time between the
5% and 1%t centuries BC. Greek versions
survive but none in Hebrew.

Key concept

« Wisdom: Personified in the book, which
declares that her nature is divine.

I
oldestextant 1«_ 5w centuries AD mmm
fragments of o
manuscripts 3 century
Early 4% century
First the desolation of Ineelicien 'O' i
Jerusalemisdescribed, 1. cauces . H :
andthen the Holy City ¢ gestruction, Confession Exhoftait
and her petition to God. x cau_f,ed Byl il b°9k plea' for fallinto
anger: Judah ends with an forgiveness, H worshiping
needed to be impassioned in prose. the idols of
purified of her sins. appeal to God i the nations
for help. Praise of Wisdom, into which
RS in verse. Judah isin the people
At the center of the book the author exile for having left have been
shares his personal experience: desolation the paths of the Lord, : scattered
has taught him patience, and to look who is Wisdom. because of
to the Lord. He calls others to examine The fourth song their sins.
their actions and be converted, so that all is like the second,
together they might acknowledge their but focuses on the
sins and beg for forgiveness from God, attitude of those Conversion and joy of Jerusalem,
who grants salvation. responsible. in verse. Passages of lament

alternate with hope and

consolation.
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Ezekiel | Ezek

Literary genres

« Oracles, visions, threats and symbolic acts.
« Parables, allegories, sapiential proverbs,
legal cases, poems.

History

« Content: Account of Ezekiel, from a family
of priests, who was exiled from Judea in the
first deportation to Babylon (597 BC). His
prophecies may date from between 592
and 571 BC.

- Composition: The book’s doctrinal and
linguistic unity point to a single author.

This may be Ezekiel, or one of his disciples

under his guidance.

Teaching

The book aims to give hope at a critical

time for Israel, when David's descendants
are no longer kings, the Temple has been
destroyed, and the people are exiled from
the Promised Land.

Ezekiel's oracles repeat the phrase “You
shall know that | am the Lord” 54 times. It

is a call to trust in the true God who is holy,
sovereign, transcendent and almighty, unlike
the idols of Babylon, and to seek conversion
of heart, shown in respect for the other’s
life, generosity to the poor, and remedying
oppression and usury. In any case, God will
forgive the people for the glory of his Name.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10111213141516 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26

Dateofthe 2" -1 centuries BC mmm mmm
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manuscripts 3" century
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Early 4% century

God calls Ezekiel to prophesy
after showing him a majestic
vision of his glory.

At God's command,
Ezekiel performs
some symbolical
acts to announce
the siege of
Jerusalem.
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As the Babylonian invasion looms,
the oracles against Judah are a call to
conversion and to trust in God alone.

Ezekiel has a vision of how the “glory of God” deserts the Temple

at Jerusalem because of the sins committed by the people. The
oracle ends with a promise of salvation: “I shall gather you from the
peoples, and assemble you out of the countries where you have been

scattered, and | will give you the land of Israel. (...) | will take the stony
heart out of their flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, that they may
walk in my statutes and keep my ordinances and obey them; and they
shall be my people, and | will be their God” (Ezek 11:17-20).
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Daniel | Dan

Literary genres

« Instructional narrative: Third-person
accounts of Daniel and other Jews in exile.
« Visions: Written in the first person.

History

- Content: Set in Babylon in the time of the
exile, although the historical references are

unclear.

« Composition: The book includes material
from different times and places, and is
written in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek
(the parts in Greek are not included in
the Hebrew Bible). It must have been
compiled in the 2" century BC, in the time
of the Hellenizing policy of Antiochus IV

27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48

Teaching

The book of Daniel is a reflection about
history rather than a prophetic book. It is
an exhortation to Jews to be faithful to
their religion and worship the true God,
even at the risk of their lives. Nevertheless,
integration into a heathen society and
collaboration with its kings is shown to be
possible. The heathen rulers will recognize
the God of Israel, or their power will be
destroyed, until God finally displays his
universal dominion in favor of his people.

Epiphanes, which culminated with placing a
statue of Olympian Zeus in the Temple and
suppressing traditional Jewish worship.

TR 2RS I AR5 T 67 S IO ORI TR R4

The oracles against
the nations highlight
the fact that God is
Lord of history, the
one sovereign ruler
over Israel and all
nations, as against
the polytheism of the
times. The gods of the
nations cannot defend
anyone because they
are false gods.

__(?__

After the destruction of
Jerusalem in 587 BC,
Ezekiel's oracles speak
of hope and renewal.

The last vision describes the Temple
in detail and “the glory of the Lord”
entering it. It is followed by rules
for worship, and the distribution of
land in the time of renewal.

Prayer of the
three youths
in the furnace
of fire.

Daniel and his
companions enter
the service of
Nebuchadnezzar.
God saves them
after they refuse
to worship the
king.

The story of Susannah
and two episodes

of idols. These are
written in Greek.

These aim to make
God'’s plans known
in the critical period
of persecution by
Antiochus IV.
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O Return of Judah from Exile

Aristotle in Greece.

........

H Peloponnesian War between
Athenian victory at Marathon. Sparta and Athens.

- Philip is King Alexander succeeds
of Macedon. his father King Philip.

Middle East ruled by

the Persian Empire. Founding of Alexandria.

Judah (Yehud) is a province Alexander the Great

of the Persian Empire. conquers Babylon.
Cyrus, King of Persia, Rebuilding of Samaritans oppose
frees those deported  the Temple at the rebuilding of the Judea falls under
from Jerusalem. Jerusalem. walls of Jerusalem. the control of the
Erral e fod Hellenistic dynasty of

the Ptolemies of Egypt.

Books of the Bible for this Period

Ezra and Nehemiah
Outstanding episodes from the civic and religious 500-300 BC
rebuilding of Jerusalem. Bible scholars agree that most books in the Old Testament
Post-exilic Prophets were given their final form after the exile, on the basis of
; : i ; | traditi d i itings. Th texts, in thei
. Obadiah, Joel, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. oral traditions and previous writings. These texts, in their

different literary genres, aim to answer the question: If God

Job has revealed himself as good and merciful, why does evil exist?
A sapiential book set in the Persian period. The Bible's reply is not a reflection but an account, inspired by
God: the history of salvation. Evil exists because of people’s
Esther disobedience to God's plans and their unfaithfulness to his
Story of an episode of persecution suffered by the Covenant. Nevertheless, God himself takes the initiative to

Jews dispersed in the Persian Empire. bring an end to injustice, suffering and death.



g

A s:yro.p:fq_}is’
i’

Sea

Trapezu

2 Byzantium-.

o (]
Aegen ) /

_v.

on®
.. \j } "c

2 -” Seal Les f - n
) o | Mytile \o m CIM Margiana
) ek Magnes . Margus)
5 Mathin 3 0 "G A".»@

OFEPY esus

gnesia on M <

Miletus ¢~ - =

1%, Samosys:
¢‘”°ﬁ

‘I — f"".'

. Cl‘tne Rhoii“ﬁ Xanthus .

2

—35°

h Th.apsacu§

<
Hamat

Zper Sea

¢diterranean Se®)

S
N
.
oo - N
t A
Approximate % Abydos ®
boundary of the N
§ e N
Persian Emplre ~~~ " OxfordBible Atlas | \ \ LY
: S \©2007 G?ﬁord Publishing L|m|te\:l I/ =N N :
Ll 100 200 Miles “~~ " Reproduced with pe?(rus sionof 4N 7 A A o
o et R 7 " tﬁeivé{ensorthrough PLSchear g ! L S i g i ! %
[ 7, 1 sl 3 S i | s ,
y [ E ’ / / "
0 100 200 Kilometres ETHIOPIA . Y \\ h \] /J/‘ AN ’{7/ - // T -y b o X
K ) \ a PR AL o % 2% 7 Wt -
gre - Yot Al T2 "N \ \
R R e -y i B & — — Rl o i i

e Persian Empire

538 BC

78 BIBLE PORTICO RETURN OF JUDAH FROM EXILE 79



Ezra and Nehemiah | Ezra and Neh

Literary genre

» Narrative histories; a continuation
of Chronicles, but underlining God’s
intervention in history, to evoke a response
of faith and moral commitment in the
reader.

« Lists and liturgical prayers.

History

« Content: Narrates events from the decree
of Cyrus (539/538 BC) authorizing the
Jews to return to Jerusalem, up to the
rebuilding of the Temple (520-515 BC) and
restoration of civic and religious life.

« Composition: References in the texts, and
their historical continuity, suggest they
were written in the 4 or 3 century BC.

Teaching

Ezra and Nehemiah are presented as the

restorers of Judaism after the Babylonian

exile. The author of the books aims to show

this as a new stage in the history of salvation,

in continuity with God'’s overarching plan.

Additionally, the importance of the scribes

and the synagogues is shown, still relying on

the essential pillars of Mosaic tradition:

« The People, exclusively the Jews.

« The Law, the absolute rule for every aspect
of life.

« The Promised Land, God’s property which
he gave to his chosen people.

« The Temple at Jerusalem, where God
dwells.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 2.3 4 5 6,7 & 9809l 12 18

Date of the 2" — 15t centuries BC mmmm ———

oldest extant
fragments of
manuscripts

15t — 2" centuries AD mmmm
3 century
Early 4% century

Neither of these books narrates
events in sequence; instead they
give the most outstanding events
from the history of Judah when

it was part of the Persian Empire.
The facts are selected according to
doctrinal importance rather than
chronological order.

Ezra is said to have Nehemiah is said to have restored
brought the Law
and imposed it as

the wall around Jerusalem, organized
Judah's civic and economic life, and

the law of the state strengthened the returnees’ identity
for all Jews. through a renewal of their pact with

God in the style of Deuteronomy,
enforcing Sabbath observance and
forbidding certain mixed marriages.

The existing historical data suggest that
Nehemiah was active in Jerusalem around
445-424 BC and that Ezra arrived there

Post-exilic Prophets

Obadiah | Obad

- Literary genre: Prophetic oracles.

« Historical setting: It appears to be set after
the fall of Jerusalem (587 BC).

« Teaching: An oracle against Edom, which
had assisted in the siege of Jerusalem. It
calls on God to intervene and announces
the coming of the “Day of the Lord” when
justice will fill the earth and Israel will be
restored.

Joel | Joel

- Literary genre: Prophetic oracles.

« Historical setting: It is hard to assign a
specific time, though it must have been
after the ruin of Judah.

« Teaching: The “Day of the Lord” runs
through the whole book. It is seen as God
intervening in history either to judge and
punish, or to restore and bless. It will take
place in the “valley of Jehoshaphat” or “of
decision” (Joel 3:12.14 or 4:12.14), which
in the Christian era was identified as the
Kedron valley at Jerusalem.

Haggai | Hag

« Literary genre: Prophetic oracles.

« Historical setting: Around 520 BC, when
the people had returned from Babylon and
settled in Jerusalem.

« Teaching: The rebuilding of the Temple is
commanded by God. Hope in the ancient
promises is nurtured by the accession to
the throne of Zerubbabel, a descendant of
David.

Zechariah | Zech

- Literary genre: Visions, symbolic acts and
prophetic oracles.

« Historical setting: The time of the
rebuilding of Jerusalem after the exile.

« Teaching: Through Zechariah, God gives his
people a message of hope: the Temple will
be rebuilt because that is his will, and then
he will dwell there and will be the source of
salvation for all nations. The promise also
includes the coming of a Messiah who will
bring peace to Jerusalem.

Malachi | Mal

« Literary genre: Oracles and controversies.

« Historical setting: In the Catholic canon,
this is the last book of the Old Testament.
Itis set between the completion of the
rebuilding of the Temple (515 BC) and the
reform of Ezra (4" century BC).

» Teaching: Recalls that the Covenant is still
alive, and offers hope in God'’s justice in
Messianic tones. Malachi announces the
coming of the Lord to his Temple, preceded
by the prophet Elijah as his messenger.

Zechariah
prophesies that
the Messiah will
ride into Jerusalem

e 4 on a donkey
to announce a
&? kingdom of peace
&4 p.119
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Several passages are quoted  Reference to the
in the New Testament as prophet Elijah,

in 398 BC; another hypothesis is that they

were contemporaries. With just 21 verses,

itis the shortest “I will pour out my being fulfilled in Jesus Christ.  applied to John
book in the Old spirit on all flesh” the Baptist in
Testament. (Joel 2:28 or 3:1). the Gospels.
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Job | Job

Literary genres

« Popular narrative: Unlike the other
sapiential books (composed of maxims,
aphorisms and sayings) the book of Job
begins and ends like a story.

« Discourses: Taking up most of the book,
they are written in a mixture of verse and
prose.

History

« Content: The book gives no details of the
time when Job lived, nor his ancestry. He
is shown simply as a man of integrity who
remains faithful amidst disasters.

« Composition: Probably in the Persian era,
but before Maccabees or Daniel, before any
light had been thrown on the question of
the next life.

Teaching

The book’s theme is the suffering of the
innocent. First it is seen to be a test of
faithfulness to the Lord. Then doubt is cast
on the traditional view that “God rewards
the good and punishes the evil”, because
not all suffering is a punishment, or the
result of evil-doing. Finally, the Lord himself
intervenes to point to the real explanation:
all the elements of creation have a reason,
and suffering can be seen as forming part
of God's mysterious designs. This is just one
step away from contemplating the mystery
of the Cross of Jesus, whose love lights up
the meaning of suffering and death.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Dateofthe 2" -1 centuries BC mmm — —
oldestextant 1s_ 5w centyries AD s
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3" century
Early 4% century

Esther | Esth

Literary genre

« Narrative: The account evokes an episode
of persecution possibly suffered by the
Jews scattered in the Persian Empire. The
sacred author took inspiration from it to
write a beautiful passage to be read on the
feast of Purim.

History

« Content: Set in the court of the Persian
Empire (6"-4t centuries BC) when
one of the leading figures is plotting to
exterminate the Jews.

- Composition: Maybe early 1%t century BC.
Manuscripts in Hebrew and Greek exist.
The Greek text is not simply a translation
from the Hebrew but has long additions

giving a greater religious sense to the
narrative.

Teaching

The Hebrew version makes clear that God’s
providence is at work caring for his people
and protecting them from their enemies,
and nurtures the hope that God will never
abandon the people he chose.

The Greek version adds the importance of
prayer, which God always hears, while at the
same time his people are called to do their
part. Mordecai and Queen Esther place all
their confidence in God, do penance and
pray intensely, but at the same time act with
initiative and astuteness.

The introduction, a dialogue
in heaven between God and
Satan, shows that the book
centers on God rather than
human beings: it raises the
question of God's attitude
to human suffering. The
fact that God takes center
stage in the epilogue also
underlines the book’s
theological nature.

Job's comforters speak one after the
other, with Job responding to each of
them in turn, making ten speeches
altogether, while his friends make two
or three each. The main view is that God
uses misfortunes to punish the impious,
so the problem of innocent suffering
remains unresolved.

The dialogue among the
characters begins with

a speech by Job cursing
the day he was born.
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i Queen of Mordecai and Esther
Set in the center of the book, The Lord's discourses T ersia trlLérTépf(ljover H;Lman,

this poem shows that man is too how that thi : gnc aodsayesig

SWONAUELEEMMIIITS - - g B people. To celebrate

limited to grasp all that God knows,
and that the path to approach him

is by “fear of the Lord.”

in creation has a
design, and that
human suffering
forms part of the
plan of the universe.

the joy of this
deliverance the feast
of Purim is instituted,
and celebrated every
year.

conspiracy to
exterminate
the Jews

Elihu replies to Job and his friends
and offers a new interpretation of
human suffering: God may use it
to test and correct the just.

Mordecai warns Esther of the
danger. Both ask the people
for prayers, fast, and make
their pleas to God.
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© HellenisticEra

Third Punic War: Scipio Spartacus leads a
Aemilianus against Hasdrubal. slaves’ revolt against
Destruction of Carthage. the Roman Republic.

Founding of the library at 10 E S Ry S SO BRI (T

Ar:e)l(aal?drla anlc_I. b#'Ld'"g Off First Punic War, between Second Punic Peace of Apamea Destruction of Corinth.

tAIe adrqs or ks ft l:)use p Rome and Carthage. War: Hannibal between Rome and Greece becomes a

exgn "af' ‘L"e of the seve?d against Rome. Antiochus 11, ruler of Roman province. Roman province
wonders of the ancient world. the Seleucid Empire. of Syria created.

Antiochus IV profanes the Temple at Jerusalem
and persecutes Jews opposed to Hellenization.
1 Maccabees 1

The Hasmoneans, successors of

Judea falls under the Judea passes into the hands Hellenistic the Maccabees, rule in Judea. The Roman
control of the Hellenistic of the Syro-Hellenistic reforms in Mattathias and his sons general
dynasty of the Ptolemies dynasty of the Seleucids. Jerusalem. Tidaadaeath d Pompey
of Egypt. 1 Maccabees 1 2 Maccabees 4 Sl-j il ke s n". Judas Maccabeus REROIQLICES conquers
'm_on't;?]'s“i‘_la {Ie FION Jerusalem and re-dedicates MERlcalem.
dSaMI SR LIsHENIZINE the Temple. This is the origin of
Jews in Jerusalem. the Jewish feast of Hanukkah.
Books of the Bible for this Period 1Maccabees 2 1 Maccabees 4

Books of the Maccabees

200100 BC Story of the rebellion against the Seleucids. The second book belongs to a

il y different genre from the first, and is not a continuation of it. They are not
The Hebre.w Blbk? is translated into Greek inclutedin the Hebrew Bible.
over a period of time (the Pentateuch
was completed before 200 BC). This Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)
Greek version, known as the Septuagint Last of the canonical wisdom books in the Septuagint and the Vulgate.
(“the Seventy”, or LXX), is the basis of the :
Catholic Old Testament canon. Wisdom

A wisdom book attributed to Solomon, but actually written in the cultured
Greek of Lower Egypt around the second half of the 1t century BC.
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Books of the Maccabees

1 Maccabees | 1 Mac

- Literary genre: Narrative. It aims to set out
events objectively and in order, though this
aim is subordinated to showing how God
guides history.

« Content: Narrates events from the
accession to the throne of Syria of
Antiochus IV Epiphanes (175 BC) to the
death of Simon the Maccabee, the last of
Mattathias’s sons (134 BC) who led the
revolt against the Hellenizing Seleucids in
Judea.

« Composition: Around 100 BC, by a very
religious, patriotic Jew from Jerusalem.
The original was in Hebrew but only Greek
translations survive. Itis notincluded in the
Hebrew Bible.

« Teaching: The central reference-point is

the Law, understood as the witness to the
Covenant that God made with his people,
which they must faithfully observe. The

conflict is not between Seleucids and
Hasmoneans but observers of the Law and
their adversaries.

2 Maccabees | 2 Mac

- Literary genre: “Rhetorical history”, it does
not aim to give an accurate account but to
move and persuade, and so highlights the
religious sense of the narrative.

« Content: Narrates events from the
predecessor of Antiochus IV to the victory
of Judas Maccabeus over Nicanor (161 BC).

« Composition: End of 2" century BC,
written in Greek in Alexandria. It is not
included in the Hebrew Bible.

« Teaching: Among other elements the book
highlights the value of martyrdom. Giving
one’s life to remain faithful to God makes
sense because of faith in the resurrection,
and in eternal life after death for the just.

Chapters 1 2 3456 7 8 910111213141516 #2830 485868578 810N O T 23BN 4515

Dateofthe 2" - 1% centuries BC mmmm
oldestextant s:_ 5ui centyries AD s
fragments of
manuscripts 3" century

Early 4% century

—0— o0 _—o0—
The first book focuses on the Revolt of : Profanation of :
Maccabean uprising and its Mattathias i Jonathan as i the Temple and New
heroic leaders. Their victory in Modein i chief of the Jews i i martyrdom of victories
leads to restoration of the against i and high priest. i devoutJews. bringing'
monargh, who alsq becomes Hellenization. : ; i Victoriesof Judas  peace and
high priest. The unionof i Simon as ethnarch i overtheSyrians.  security to
political and religious power in Judas ... of the Jews and high i TheTempleis the Jews.
one same figure later causes a Maccabeus  priest. His son John i purified and
splitin Judaism that will lead asleaderof  Hyrcanus will initiate i dedicated.
to the pqrtlgs or groups that T s, the Hasmonean i
were active in the times of dynasty, under Prologue: copies of two letters
Jesus: Pharisees, Sadducees, whose rule Israel encouraging the Jews in Egypt to
Essenes, and Zealots. will experience celebrate the feast of the Dedication

independence until the  of the Temple (Hanukkah) instituted
coming of the Romans. by Judas Maccabeus.
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Sirach (Ecclesiasticus) | Sir

Literary genre

« Hebrew proverbs. It includes maxims,
sayings and parables. The rhythmic text is
poetry in the broadest sense.

History

« Historical setting: From the early 2"
century BC, when Judea is ruled by the
Syrian Seleucid dynasty. The Seleucids’
Hellenizing program will soon become
outright persecution, and this book is a call
to be faithful to the traditions of Israel.

« Composition: Written in Hebrew around
190-180 BC by “Jesus, the son of Sirach,
the son of Eleazar, of Jerusalem” (Sir
50:27). Later, probably after 132 BC, it

was translated into Greek by the author’s
grandson in Egypt. Itis not included in the
Hebrew Bible.

Teaching

Israel knew the wisdom to be acquired

by observing nature and reflecting on

the wisdom God shows in creation. Ben
Sirach accepts this preceding sapiential
tradition, but goes on to integrate it in his
contemplation of the history of Israel and
its Law. Thus supreme wisdom is the Law
of Moses, the Torah, written in a book; and
the wise man is the one who knows and
practices it in all circumstances, applying the
human power of reasoning.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 56 7 8 91011121314151617181920212223242526272829

Dateofthe 2" -1 centuries BC mmmm -
oldestextant 1«_ 5
fragmentsof _

manuscripts 3" century

centuries AD mmmm

Early 4% century

The central idea of the book is
that “he who holds to the law
will obtain wisdom” (Sir 15:1).
Hence the translator offers it to
“those living abroad who wished

Reflection on wisdom in
creation.

to gain learning, being prepared Reflection on

in character to live according

the divine origin

to the law” (Sir Prologue). The of wisdom.

book’s structure itself, in five
parts, evokes the five books of
Pentateuch, the Law. Each part
begins with a short doctrinal
introduction and continues with
a long collection of teachings and
practical applications.

20 BIBLE PORTICO

Reflection on wisdom

and faithfulness to the
Covenant. The primordial
reference-point of fulfilling
the Law is worshiping God
in the Temple in Jerusalem.

__Q_ ............................

Wisdom | wis

Literary genre

- Persuasive discourse: The author praises
wisdom, but with a clearly religious goal,
showing it as an attribute of the Lord, the
One God of the Old Testament.

History

- Historical setting: Although it is attributed
to King Solomon, its author appears to be a
wise man from Alexandria, whose work is a
dialogue between his own Jewish tradition
and the pagan Greek world where he lives.

« Composition: Chronologically the most
recent book in the Old Testament, since it
must have been written in Greek at the end
of the 15t century BC. It is not included in
the Hebrew Bible.

30313233343536373839404142434445464748495051

__(?7_

Fearing the Lord means The epilogue -

acknowledging God's
transcendence, his rule over
created beings, and the reward
or punishment of people
according to their behavior, at
the moment of death.

of thanksgiving
and a poem on
the pursuit of
wisdom.

Reflection on God, the Lord
of the world and history, and
praise of past generations

as valid reference-points

for their faithfulness to the
Covenant and the Law.

includes a hymn

Teaching

The book’s theological content includes

the major themes of Revelation and
religious thought: God, the world, mankind,
creation, providence, life and death,
recompense in this world and the next,
moral virtues, and more. A first novelty is
that the Old Testament legacy is expressed
in terms taken from Greek culture. Other
contributions are the clear distinction
between soul and body; and belief in life
after the death of the body, because of

the immortality of the soul or spirit. This
legacy brings us to the threshold of the
New Testament, where God's Incarnate Son
reveals the full truth about what humans are.

1234567 8 910111213141516171819

— — O
TR i
Reflection on Gives a broad view of
the opposition providence and God’s
between just actions in the history
and impious, set of Israel, with special
against God's reference to the events

judgment, reward of the Exodus. It also
or punishment, criticizes philosophers
and immortality. and idolatry.

The wisdom that leads to God is not
the fruit of human efforts but a gift
obtained from God by prayer.
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©® RomanEra

Spartacus leads a
slaves’ revolt against

the Roman Republic.

The Hasmoneans, successors of
the Maccabees, rule in Judea.

Roman province
of Syria created.

The Roman general
Pompey conquers
Jerusalem.

The Ides of March: Julius
Caesar assassinated.

Battle of Actium: victory of Octavian Augustus is

Octavian over Mark Antony Emperor of Rome.

and Cleopatra.
Rebuilding of the Temple o
at Jerusalem begins. “

Herod the Great Birth of Jesus. The 6%-century Scythian monk
is King of Judea. Dionysius Exiguus proposed the birth of Jesus

as the reference point of history and the center
of time. Using the information at his disposal,
he fixed the birth of Christ in the year 753 since
the foundation of Rome. Since the 17t" century
it has been considered that it must have been a
little earlier, but recent studies suggest caution
in this regard.

Herod'’s Kingdom is divided up
between his sons Archelaus
(Judea), Philip (Iturea) and Herod
Antipas (Galilee and Perea). The
three brothers may have initiated
a possible co-regency until the
death of their father some time
between 4 BC and AD 2.

AD
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Timeline of the New Testament

o

(4]

First Roman Era The Rashidun, :
Umayyad, Abbasid
o A : and Fatimid
e Roman Destruction Emperor Hadrian crushes Caliphates
general of the Temple the second Jewish revolt P
Pompey of Jerusalem. and renames Jerusalem. Conquest of Jerusalem
CRINCh: Second by the Islamic Rashidun
Jerusalem | et nani i
: 9 Roman Era Callph:ate.
: ] e The Rashidun Caliphate
Life glips 5 Byzantine Era : is succeeded by the
(@) (@) Edict of Toleration ::JTa){)(’iagr ﬁbl?atﬂd and
. e atimid Caliphates.
The Public The Church :ﬁ;‘é‘;;‘tf‘t'ans . .
Life of in the First . g
Jesus Century : The-od‘osi-us fjecrees that
Christianity is to be the
Freedom of religion of the Empire.
religion decreed
throughout the
Empire.
et of %, i R:()me sacked by Visigoths.
St Anthony, :
Abbot. e
............................ Death of KHisieg :
) é : St Basil Monophysite peath of
Donatist schism : : ; heresy. St Gregory
in North Africa. s

The time of the
martyrs: from

St Stephen to
the persecution
under Diocletian.

Crisis of
Christian
Gnosticism.

Arian crisis; in
some Germanic
areas it lasts until
the sixth century.

et 0 the Great.

Death of
St Benedict. Death of

Charlemagne.

St Augustine
dies at Hippo.

(5]

The Crusader
Kingdoms

Christian
Kingdom of
Jerusalem
established after
the victory of the
First Crusade.

Jerusalem
conquered

by Saladin.

Missionary work of

Acre, the last Christian
stronghold in Palestine,
falls to the Mamluk
Sultan of Egypt.

(7]

Palestine
and the
State of
Israel

The Mamluk and Israel declares
O  Ottoman Periods ERdependence.
Clement VI The Ottoman Empire The end of the First
institutes the  takes Palestine from  World War: the Ottoman

Custody of the the Mamluks.
Holy Land.

Sts Cyril and Methodius.

Beginning of the
Papacy’s “Iron Age".

Eastern Schism.

Death of

Founding University of
of Cluny Paris founded. movesto Florence.
Golden age of Avignon.
Scholasticism.

Abbey,
France.

St Francis of Assisi. Schism.

Christopher Columbus
reaches America.

Fall of the Eastern
Roman Empire.

Birth of the
Protestant
Reformation.

Western

Papacy Council of

Henry VIII proclaims
himself Supreme
Head of the Church
in England.

Empire is dissolved and
Palestine falls under
British administration.

Death of St Teresa = Death of
of Avila. St Josemaria

Escriva

............

Second Vatican
Council.

De-Christianization
of France by the
Revolution.

First Vatican
Council. Abolition
of the Papal States.



@ FirstRomankEra

Until the Destruction of Jerusalem

Roman province
of Syria created.

Octavius Augustus Caesar
is first Roman Emperor.

AD

Life of Jesus.

Tiberius is
Emperor.

Caligulais
Emperor.

Claudius is
Emperor.

Caiaphas is
High Priest.

Herod the Great
The Roman s King of Judea.
general
Pompey ..................................
CONQUEIS Rebuilding of the
Jerusalem.

Temple at Jerusalem
begins.

Books of the Bible for this Period

E >

Gospels

Herod's Kingdom
divided, possibly
initiating a co-regency,
between Archelaus in
Judea (4 BC- AD 6),
Philip in lturea

(4 BC-AD 37),and
Herod Antipas in
Galilee and Perea

(4 BC-AD 39).

Pontius Pilate
is governor of
Judea.

Agrippall
is King of
Judea.

The preaching of the Apostles on the life of Jesus
was put into writing in the four Gospels.

Acts of the Apostles
Account of Christianity’s first steps, as connected
with the missionary work of the two most

outstanding Apostles, St Peter and St Paul.

Vespasian is Emperor.

Porcius Festus is procurator of Judea.
Acts 24-26

Destruction of the

and St Paul at Rome.

St John, last of

Council of
Jerusalem. Temple after four the Apostles,
years of Jewish dies at Ephesus.
revolt against Rome.
Agrippall
holds some
territories Rabbinical discussions at Jamnia about
from Rome.

the canon, resulting in the definitive

books of the Tanakh or Hebrew Bible.

Titus is Antoninus Pius
Emperor.  Nervais Emperor. is Emperor.
Nero is Domitianis  Trajanis Hadrian is Marcus Aurelius
Emperor. Emperor. Emperor. Emperor. is Emperor.
Antonius Felix is procurator of Judea.
Acts 22-24
Martyrdoms of St Peter

.....

Emperor Hadrian
crushes the Bar Kokhba
revolt, expels all Jews
from Jerusalem and
demolishes it, and
founds a new city,

Aelia Capitolina, on its
ruins. Judea is renamed
Palestine.

Writings Attributed to St Paul and the Letter to the Hebrews
Fourteen letters that develop the Apostles’ preaching about Jesus
theologically, and apply his teachings to the lives of the early faithful.

The Catholic Epistles

Seven universal letters on the saving work of Jesus Christ.

Revelation or Apocalypse

The last book of the New Testament, written around the year 96.



The Gospels do not give enough information to date the years of Jesus’s public life
or determine whether he celebrated the Passover in Jerusalem three times or four.
As a point of reference, the preaching of St John the Baptist is dated around the
year 27 or 30, depending on the various hypotheses argued by scholars.

& The PublicLife of Jesus

oy

Withdraws to Tyre and Sidon. The
Canaanite woman. Heals a deaf-
mute. St Peter’s confession and
the promise of the primacy. Jesus
announces his Passion.

o - |

The Wedding at Cana. \ He goes to live in Jesus chooses and Jesus teaches his disciples about %Ié Appearances
Capernaum. He travels sends out the twelve the mystery of the Messiah and to the
Jesus goes to through Galilee with Apostles. Miracles: the life of the Church; humility, Apostles in
Jesus leaves Capernaum his disciples, preaching first miraculous prayer, forgiveness of sins, | Galilee. The
Nazareth and with his in the synagogues. He catch of fish, heals fraternity, and more. primacy of
goes to the part mother and his works many miracles the centurion’s Peter.
of the Jordan disciples. He \ and cures. The Sermon servant, raises |
where St John teaches in the on the Mount and Jairus's daughter, : -
is preaching synagogue. teaching through etc. Parable of the Transfiguration
and baptizing. parables. sower. Announces on Mount Tabor.
j\ the Eucharist.

Returns to Galilee: He travels to
conversation with the Jerusalem for
Samaritan woman at the Feast of
the well of Sychar. Tabernacles.

Rejection by the
Samaritans. Sending
out of the 72 disciples.

Preaching of St John the ‘

A Healings: the
Baptist. Jesus is baptized by He spends time in ten lepers and
John. First disciples: John, Judea with his disciples, Bataci:

Andrew, Peter, James, Philip
and Nathanael.

.

who baptize people.

Jesus goes to Jerusalem
for the Passover. He
expels the merchants
and money-changers
from the Temple.
Conversation with

Nicodemus.

\ Jesus travels to
Jerusalem for the
Passover. Heals the
paralytic by the pool of
Bethesda. Debates with
the Pharisees.

The woman taken
in adultery. Healing
of the man blind

from birth. The Good

Shepherd.

The greatest commandment;
the parables of the Good
Samaritan, the Prodigal Son,
the unjust steward, and Dives
and Lazarus. The Our Father.
The indissolubility of marriage.

Passion, death
and Resurrection
of Jesus. First
appearances to
his disciples.

The Lord’s
Ascension
into heaven.
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The Gospel According to

Mark | Mk

Literary genre

« Gospel: The book by St Peter’s disciple and
interpreter Mark seems to be the oldest
Gospel, and it was he who gave this genre
the name “gospel”, meaning good news or
glad tidings, a term he identifies with Jesus.

History

« Content: The life and teachings of Jesus
Christ from the appearance of John the
Baptist until the Lord’s Ascension.

« Composition: Tradition attributes the book
to St Mark, who is said to have written it
when requested by the Christians of Rome
to write down St Peter’s preaching. It likely

Jesus is the Christ, the
Anointed, and promises
the Apostles a Paraclete
or intercessor [ p. 112

dates from the AD 50s or 60s; it is not
clear whether it was written before or after
St Peter’s martyrdom.

Teaching

Mark’s is a simple, unstudied account of
Jesus's life and his disciples, with eye-witness
descriptions of events. It brings before us

the manifestation of Jesus'’s divinity and

also the feelings and emotions of his true
humanity. We witness the Gospel story as
though taking partin it, and so we are invited
to commit ourselves to him as the disciples
did, following Jesus to the extreme of taking
up our own Cross.

The Gospel According to
Luke | Lk

Literary genre

« Gospel: Written in more elegant Greek than
the other three Gospels.

History

« Content: Jesus Christ’s life and teachings
from the announcement of the birth of
John the Baptist to Zechariah, up to the
Lord’s Ascension.

« Composition: Attributed to St Luke, a
doctor from Antioch and disciple and
companion of St Paul. He appears to have
written his Gospel, and the Acts of the
Apostles, in Achaea, Boeotia or Rome,
either around AD 63-65 or 67-80.

Teaching

Luke’s Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles
are joined by style and content, to form

a single whole. St Luke writes them for
communities of Christian converts from
paganism, to show them the solid founda-
tions of the faith they have received. As a
disciple of St Paul he underlines God’s saving
mercy, perfectly revealed in Jesus, universal
in character, and offered to all, Jews and
Greeks alike. The fulfillment of these prom-
ises of salvation is shown in the Benedictus,
the Magnificat, the announcement to the
shepherds, and the Song of Simeon, and also
when Jesus cures diseases, forgives sins and
tells the parables about mercy.

Jesus is crucified at the time of
the Paschal sacrifice, and when
he dies the veil of the Temple is
torn down the middle [ p. 49

Date of the

oldestextant ;«_ 5na
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3" century

Chapters 1 2

centuries AD  ms s

Early 4% century

Throughout the
Gospel, Jesus's
revelation of
himself as the
Messiah is mingled
with the discovery
of that fact by his
disciples. Peter’s
confession at
Caesarea Philippi
is a watershed
moment.
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12 13 B 18

0O 0O

H Ny H Ny H
The first verse At Caesarea Philippi, At the foot of the
proclaims that Tese S ket Peter confesses that Cross a Gentile,
Jesus is the Christ heisthe Messiah  Jesus is the Messiah. the Roman
and the Son of God. by his words £ centrrjon, :

b and deeds, God ratifies Peter’s prgcani> et
: but neither his ; Jesus is the Son

John the Baptist's S h confession at the of God.
announcement dISCIp es nor the Transﬁguration.

is followed by a
manifestation of
God after Jesus's
baptism.

crowds recognize

this fact. Jesus teaches his disciples how the
fact of being the Messiah should
be understood: he is not a political
liberator but the Son of man who must
undergo the torments prophesied for
the Servant of God, die on the Cross,
and rise from the dead.

Jesus's Galilean
ministry

Jesus’s ministry
on the way to
Jerusalem

Jesus’s ministry
in Jerusalem

1 e w19 w13 1m0 17 18 19

20021 2D R S

|
= C A Fasszg.es Parable of bI Parable of the Appearance to
: s(:li:k;“ the Good P?;‘: res Pharisee and the the disciples at
Introduction iz Samaritan gy publican Emmaus

the Baptist and Jesus.
The Virgin Mary is
presented as “full of
grace” and Jesus as
the promised Savior,
the Messiah, the Lord.
The ministry of Jesus
is preceded by the
preaching of John the
Baptist, the temptations,
and St Joseph's
genealogy.

The prologue is followed
by the births of St John J

Gospel of the Road

St Luke spends almost ten chapters on
Jesus's journey from Galilee to Jerusalem,
where he achieves the Redemption by his
death, Resurrection and Ascension into
Heaven. This points to the importance of
the Holy City of Jerusalem in the history
of salvation, presented under the image
of a road, prepared by the prophets

(the last of whom was John the Baptist),
and fulfilled in Jesus Christ, who is
anointed to proclaim the Good News and
accomplish it.

_Q__

Jesus's actions in
Jerusalem up until his
Passion and death
St Luke highlights
Jesus's feelings of
pity and mercy, his
greatness of soul and
his constant recourse
to prayer. He thus
presents Jesus as a
model of Christian
behavior.

Jesus’s Galilean
ministry

Jesus’s ministry on the
way up to Jerusalem

Jesus’s ministry
in Jerusalem
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The Gospel According to
John|in

Literary genre
« Gospel.

History

« Content: The life and teachings of Jesus
Christ from the preaching of John the
Baptist to Christ's appearances after his
Resurrection.

« Composition: Tradition says this book
was written by St John, the youngest of
the Apostles, in Ephesus in the 90s (some
scholars suggest it could be earlier). Some
elements in the narrative read as though
it was finalized, or revised, by another
person who refers to St John at the end
of the Gospel: “This is the disciple who is

bearing witness to these things and has
written these things, and we know that his
testimony is true” (Jn 21:24).

Teaching

The book was written with a clear purpose:
“that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ,
the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in his name” (Jn 20:31). Accordingly
it centers on Jesus’s identity, mission, and
relationship with God the Father. There is

a progressive manifestation of Jesus as
Messiah and Son of God, punctuated by the
Jewish feasts and Jesus'’s various visits to
Jerusalem, and by some carefully selected
events and discourses.

o Pilate asks Jesus if he is a King: “You say
that | am a king. For this | was born and
for this | have come into the world, to bear
witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the
truth hears my voice” (Jn 18:37) > p. 66

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

Date of the
oldestextant 1s_ 5ui centyries AD s
fragments of o
manuscripts 3 century
Early 4% century
Dialogue : —@-—
5 s Prologue i ithithe tcrll.lerern(jn —O— _O_
Testimony of John the Baptist ; Samaritan Baroibling : Passion i
i woman R Last Supper, and death

and first disciples : :
¢ Resurrection discourse : H

Discourse on ¢
and prayer  agyrrection and

i Wedding feastatCana o Bread of Life | of Lazarus

g : to the

: : H geeseseesenenenneens g s Father appe:arances
TheWord, > JesusChrist, > Hecallsall But he is the Jesus goes ahead — Jesus Christ is
the Only- the long- to a New light, and the with his mission glorified on the
Begotten awaited Life, but not light shines in despite the danger Cross, and by rising
Son of the Messiah, the everyone is the darkness, of death. When his he wins eternal life
Father, Son of David, prepared to though the hour comes, “having for all. God's love
became shows his “eat his flesh darkness loved his own who is made present
man so that divinity with and drink cannot were in the world, in Christ as the
we may all signs so that all his blood.” grasp it. he loved them to the culmination of the
besaved. —' may believe. — end” (Jn 13:1). plan of salvation.

Jesus is shown to be the
Messiah, the Son of God, in his
Passion, death and Resurrection

Jesus is shown to be
the Messiah by his
signs and words
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Q The Church in the First Century

Tiberius Caligula

Pontius Pilate
is governor of
Judea.

April: Christ’s
Passion, death and
Resurrection. End of
May: Pentecost.

Acts 2 Acts 12 Acts 15-18
Martyrdom Martyrdom St Paul’s third

Imprisonment  of St Stephen.  of St James 4 apostolic

of Sts Peter Persecution the Greater. St Paul's first journey. He

and John. of the Church.  Acts12 apostolic writes to the

Miraclesand  Acts6-8 : journey, with Christians

conversions in ] St Barnabas. in Galatia,

Jerusalem. ALSos Philippi,

Acts 3-4 At Antioch H Corinth and
Conversion believers Eﬁf{'e' and to
of Saul on are called LA )
the road to “Christians” for E?nmlirrl: I;ttFr’l:ul Acts 18-21
Damascus. the first time. P :

e YR s ELGR A ETGELED

Agrippalis
King of Judea.

Claudius

Agrippa Il holds some

territories from Rome.

St Paul in Jerusalem ;-

and Tarsus. Conversion
of the centurion
Cornelius in Caesarea.
Acts 10

St Peter is arrested.

Antonius Felix is
procurator of Judea.
Acts 22-24

Nero

Porcius Festus is

procurator of Judea.

Acts 24-26

Council of Jerusalem.
Acts 15

St Paul’s second apostolic
journey. He writes to the
Christians at Thessalonica.

A EHED Titus Domitian Nerva Trajan

Martyrdom of St James, Bishop of Jerusalem.

Burning of Rome; Nero's persecution of
Christians. Martyrdom of St Peter and St Paul.

Destruction of the Temple at Jerusalem after four years
of Jewish revolt against the Romans. The Pharisee
Yohanan ben Zakkai settles at Jamnia and founds a
school, initiating the rabbinical period of Judaism.

The Gospels set down St John, last of

St Paul’s journey to in writing the Apostles’ the Apostles,
Rome and first trial. He preaching about the dies at Ephesus.
writes to the Colossians life of Jesus.

and the Ephesians
between the years 60
and 63.

Acts 23-28

make a collection
for the faithful in

St Paul returns

Jerusalem. to Jerusalem, is

Acts 11 falsely accused
by some Jews,
and is arrested
by the Romans.

Acts 21-22
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Acts of the Apostles | Acts

Literary genre
 Narrative.

History

« Content: Acts starts from the Ascension,
where Luke’s Gospel ended, and narrates
the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost,
the initial preaching of the Gospel from
Jerusalem, and the establishing of the first
Christian communities in relation to the
missionary work of Peter and Paul. It ends
with Paul’s arrival in Rome around AD 61.

« Composition: Some scholars date Acts
to AD 63-65 and others to 67-80. The
attribution to Luke, the author of the third
Gospel, is generally accepted.

Acts of 4 ﬁ b
the Apostles
' r
Chapters 1 3484
Date of the
oldestextant 1« _ 5nd conturies AD s
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3" century

Early 4% century

Teaching

St Luke presents the main Christian truths
and the basics of the sacramental and
liturgical life of the nascent Church. The
Church is shown as prolonging Jesus
Christ’s work of redemption, and as God's
instrument to fulfill the promises of the Old
Testament.

Key concept

« Holy Spirit: Acts can be seen as the Gospel
of the Holy Spirit, whose name occurs 57
times. Guided by the Holy Spirit, Jesus'’s
disciples find the strength and wisdom to
be his witnesses at every moment.

o The Apostles receive the Spirit
of God in order to act in the
name of Jesus Christ, priest,
prophet and king = p. 44

5 6 7 8 O T (O A 11112 ST S TR 1 2 15 SN 16

Introduction . ..--cceeeeeeemeneas :
Connects with St Luke's
Gospel, and narrates Jesus'’s
Ascension into heaven.

The Church in Jerusalem

Narrates the descent of the Holy Spirit,
the first apostolic preaching, the vitality
of the first community as shown in the
choice of deacons, and the beginning

of the persecutions resulting in the
martyrdom of St Stephen.

Conversion

Conversion of 2 of the centurion
the Ethiopian i Cornelius.
court official Paul’s vocation.

and many

Samaritans. ~

-

Expansion beyond Jerusalem
Greek-speaking Christians are
dispersed by persecution and
preach the Gospel in Judea,
Samaria and Syria. The Church
begins to open up to the Gentiles.

............................ _07_

Letters to the Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians | 1 Thess

- Literary genre: Rather than a doctrinal
explanation it is a document of personal
memories relived in the light of faith.

« History and composition: St Paul, with
Silas and Timothy, founded a flourishing
Christian community at Thessalonica at
the start of his second apostolic journey.
However, he was obliged to leave in a
hurry. In the winter of AD 50-51, he writes
from Corinth to the faithful in Thessalonica
to confirm their faith. This is certainly the
oldest book in the New Testament.

« Teaching: The letter gives a picture of the
work of evangelization and the content of
Christian teaching: the good news of our

U7 08 19 20 2Ul-220 28 2% 25 A5 27 2
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; e
St Paul’s H
missionary
journeys St Paul in prison
Paul is the The final section of the
instrument book begins with Paul's
chosen by God to arrival at Jerusalem and
spread the way of describes his captivity,

salvation among
the Gentiles. The
missionary work
of the community
at Antioch plays
an important role,
in constant union
with Jerusalem.

giving a detailed account
of his journey to Rome as

a prisoner. From Rome,

the paths of the Gospel are
opened to the whole world.

The Church’s witness in
Israel, with the Apostles.
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Peter’s leading role.

The Church’s witness to
the ends of the earth.
Paul’s leading role.

salvation, announced by the prophets and
fulfilled in Jesus Christ. The letter features
the truths of the faith that will later be
summarized in the Creed, the basics of
morality (sanctification), and the main
elements of prayer.

2 Thessalonians | 2 Thess

- Literary genre: Doctrinal letter.

« History and composition: Date and
circumstances cannot be established. The
only thing it has in common with 1 Thess is
the addressees.

« Teaching: He exhorts the Thessalonians
to maintain the tradition received from
him, and stresses that the Parousia is not
imminent.

“We would not have you ignorant,
brethren, concerning those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as
others do who have no hope. For
since we believe that Jesus died
and rose again, even so, through
Jesus, God will bring with him those
who have fallen asleep” (1 Thess
4:13-14).

“Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our assembling to meet him,
we beg you, brethren, not to be quickly
shaken in mind or excited, either by spirit
or by word, or by letter purporting to be
from us, to the effect that the day of the
Lord has come” (2 Thess 2:1-2).
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Long Letters by St Paul

1 and 2 Corinthians | 1 Corand 2 Cor

« Literary genres: 1 Cor is markedly pastoral,
tackling problems arising among the
community at Corinth. 2 Cor, which may
be put together from parts of St Paul’s
letters to these early Christians, includes his
defense of his life and ministry.

« History and composition: The Christian
community at Corinth was founded by
St Paul with the help of Silas and Timothy
in AD 50 or 51, during his second apostolic
journey. He stayed there for a yearand a
half before returning to Syria. After writing
1 Cor at Ephesus, he must have returned
to Corinth on his third apostolic journey, in

Mol

AD 57. Then some painful event must have
occurred that gave rise to the explanations
and defense in 2 Cor.

« Teachings: In 1 Cor, as well as correcting
the Corinthians’ errors and resolving
their doubts, St Paul gives some major
teachings on the supernatural nature of the
Church as Christ’'s Mystical Body; on the
institution of the Eucharist, its sacrificial
character and connection with the Church,
and the Real Presence of Christ under the
appearances of bread and wine; and on
Christ's Resurrection, the pledge of our
own resurrection. In 2 Cor, he presents his
apostolic ministry as a sharing in Christ’s
work of redemption.

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 120 30 415

Date of the

?Idest exttsanft 15t— 27 centuries AD s
N g 3 century

manuscripts

Early 4% century

The letter begins  «--ee-es-r H
with a greeting

and a hymn of
thanksgiving.

The first part corrects some
errors in the Christian
community at Corinth:
division into factions, a case
of incest, the use of pagan
law courts for disputes
between Christians, and

a poor understanding of
the use of the body and

sexuality. had been offered to gods when it was
sold in the market; the celebration of

H

This hymn to the primacy :
of love is one of the most i
beautiful passages in St Paul.
After the opening
greeting Paul

In the second part St Paul answers
some questions raised by the faithful

O, replies to criticisms
some have made of
him, and explains
his conduct to

the Corinthians.

regarding daily life: how spouses :]'his dgfensg of

should treat one another and whether (& m",“Sterh'S a

or not to get married; buying food that ~ Portraitofthe
Apostles as pillars
of the Church.

the Eucharist; charismatics; and hope
in the resurrection of the dead.
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Epilogue _—Q_ ............................

Galatians | Gal

- Literary genre: A family-type letter,
dictated to a secretary.

« History and composition: St Paul preached
the Gospel in Galatia on his second
journey (AD 50-52). He was delayed
there by sickness. He returned in 53 or 54.
Meanwhile some Judaizing Christians also
went to Galatia and wanted to impose their
own traditions. To dispel any confusion
Paul wrote this letter to the Galatians from
Ephesus around AD 54-55.

« Teaching: This is the best commentary on
the outcome of the Council of Jerusalem,
where it was decided that Christian
converts from paganism should not be
obliged to keep the Jewish law. It thus
introduces the main theme of the Letter
to the Romans which was written shortly
afterwards: justification by faith in Christ,
not by observance of the Mosaic Law.

® 7 &9 1 1218 e Pasel el 50 (3

__Q__ __Q__

Paul does not require
Gentiles to adhere to
Judaism in order to
become Christians. In
up collections to the face of opposition,
help the faithful : Paul supports

in Jerusalem. his preaching by

He explains the appealing to facts and
theological reasons :  Sacred Scripture.

for this solidarity.

In several of the
churches he had
founded Paul set

Exhortation ...

St Paul shows the
Paul defends himself practical consequence
against detractors in of salvation, centering
Corinth. on freedom and

charity.

Romans | Rom

- Literary genre: A treatise in the form of a
letter, St Paul's most important one. It is
always placed first among his letters, from
the oldest (2™ century) manuscript onward.

« History and composition: By AD 57-58,
the Gospel has spread from Jerusalem
to the Adriatic Sea. Paul is planning to go
to Hispania via Rome, and writes to the
Romans from Corinth.

« Teaching: Centered on the salvation
brought by Christ, as a pure gift from
God that frees people from the prescripts
of the Law of Moses. Paul explains the
deep newness of the Gospel and the
transformation that God’s grace works in
the believer, who becomes a child of God in
Christ through the work of the Holy Spirit.
He also sets out the basics of Christian
moral conduct in line with this new dignity.
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Paul develops his teaching around several points:
The fact that all of us, Jews and pagans, need
Christ's redemption in order to obtain God'’s
forgiveness and grace.

We must embrace this salvation through faith,
which is a free gift from God, and not the result of
obeying the Law of Moses.

Through baptism we are united to Jesus, the new
Adam, who died and rose, making us adopted
children of God the Father.

We find our conscience torn between the good we
want to do and the evil we in fact do; the Holy Spirit
reconciles us with ourselves, with God, and with
creation.

Paul reviews the history of Israel and says that
salvation will come to it when it acknowledges
Jesus as the Messiah.
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St Paul’s Captivity Letters

Philippians | Phil

« Literary genre: A friendly letter written in
personal, affectionate terms.

« History and composition: The rather
ill-defined structure suggests this may be
an amalgamation of two or three different
letters. If so, the central part may have
been written at Ephesus during Paul’s
imprisonment on his third journey (54-57).

« Teaching: In affectionate language Paul
passes on news about the spread of the
Gospel, and encourages his readers to
practice his teachings and grow in virtue.

Philemon | Philem

« Literary genre: A friendly letter.

« History and composition: Probably written
between AD 54 and 57 in Rome, where the
escaped slave Onesimus had taken refuge.

» Teaching: St Paul lays down the Christian
principle that eventually led to the abolition
of slavery: the freedom of God’s children.

Chapters 1 2 3 4

Date of the
oldest extant
fragments of
manuscripts

15t-2m centuries AD oo ——
3 century
Early 4% century

St Paul shows the path that leads
to holiness: participation in Christ's
sufferings, being configured

with his death. Being Christian,

Colossians | Col

« Literary genre: A letter of exhortation,
warning against syncretism and urging
fidelity to the faith received.

« History and composition: Since Colossae
was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 60
or 64, it must have been prior to that time.

« Teaching: The letter reflects, from the
viewpoint of the Gospel, on the creation
and governing of the universe, and God's
plan for the salvation of the human race,
which also embraces the things of the earth.

Ephesians | Eph

« Literary genre: A doctrinal letter, possibly
addressed to the churches in different cities
of Phrygia (Ephesus, Laodicea, Colossae).

« History and composition: From its parallels
with Colossians, it is thought that both letters
were written in similar circumstances.

« Teaching: Jesus Christ is Lord of all
creation, uniting redeemed mankind in
harmony; and he is the Head of the Church,
which is his body.

1 (200 Sip=4 182 3 JANTS S

“If then you have been raised

with Christ, seek the things that
“Although | am bold enough in are above, where Christ is, seated
Christ to command you to do at the right hand of God. Set your

therefore, means being identified what s required, yet for love's ~ minds on things that are above,
with Christ, aiming to “have this sake | prefer to appeal to you not on things that are on earth
mind among yourselves, which -1, Paul, an ambassador and (Col 3:1-2).

was in Christ Jesus” (Phil 2:5), to

now a prisoner also for Christ

follow his example, since he gave Jesus - | appeal to you for R

himself as a complete model by
becoming “obedient unto death,
even death on a cross” (Phil 2:8).
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my child, Onesimus, whose
father | have become in my
imprisonment” (Philem 8-10).

Paul explains the greatness of Christian
marriage: the spouses’ love reflects
Christ’s union with the Church.

St Paul’s
Pastoral Letters

1and 2 Timothy | 1and 2 Tim

Titus | Tit

- Literary genre: Paul gives guidance to
Timothy and Titus, who are at the head of
the Christian communities in Ephesus and
Crete respectively.

« History and composition: Paul would have
written 1 Tim and Tit after being released
from prison in Rome (his authorship
of these letters is not unanimously
recognized). 2 Tim has a different, more
personal tone, as a sort of spiritual

testament in the face of approaching death.

« Teaching: Paul defends a central theme
of the Gospel he preached: God “desires
all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim 2:4). This
plan has been proclaimed and fulfilled by
Jesus Christ, the one Mediator, who “came
into the world to save sinners” (1 Tim 1:15).

Letter to
the Hebrews | Heb

- Literary genre: Falls somewhere between
a letter and a sermon, while its structure,
order and method resemble those of a
theological treatise.

« History and composition: Written by a
Jewish Christian, well versed in both Greek
culture and Sacred Scripture, familiar with
contemporary theological questions, and
certainly very close to St Paul in his thought
and activity. It must have been written
before the destruction of the Temple in
Jerusalem (AD 70).

- Teaching: the letter aims to show that
the New Law is the fulfillment of the Old
Covenant, which it surpasses. This is the
doctrinal basis for the writer's exhortation
to persevere in the Faith, which is the
letter’'s main message. It is the only text in
the New Testament that explicitly states
that Jesus Christ is the Eternal High Priest.

O Jesus is the High Priest 3
= according to the Law [ p.33
(& @
1,2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 a4 1 3 1 2.3 d4d 5 6.7 68 9 @1 2 13
I ——
“From childhood you have The letter shows X

Some of the been acquainted with the the beginnings

advice given is sacred writings which are of apostolic

about Timothy’s  able to instruct you for succession:

behavior, and salvation through faith in Titus represents

some about Christ Jesus. All scripture St Paul, and The letter includes a mix of doctrinal

how he should is inspired by God and

in turn should
treat the faithful profitable for teaching, for choose others

explanations and moral advice: the
truths of the Faith are presented as the

and false reproof, for correction, and to continue basis for how life should be lived.
teachers. for training in righteousness”  guiding the
(2 Tim 3:15-16). community.
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The Catholic Epistles

- Literary genre: Letters instructing Christian
communities about the saving work of
Jesus Christ. They are grouped together as
“Catholic” because of their universality, and
are called by the names of their authors
instead of their addressees.

James | Jas

« History and composition: Addressed to
communities of Christian converts from
Judaism, to correct certain disorders that
had begun to appear. It seems to have been
written in Jerusalem in the 1%t century (the
exact date is unknown). Tradition attributes
it to Jesus'’s cousin St James.

« Teaching: The need to live in accordance
with the faith. St Paul taught that “a man
is not justified by works of the Law, but
through faith in Jesus Christ” (Gal 2:16);

St James clarifies that “faith by itself, if it
has no works, is dead” (Jas 2:17). There is
no contradiction here. For St Paul, arguing

James

Y,

Chapters 1 2 3 4 5

Date of the
oldest extant
fragmentsof _
manuscripts 3’ century
Early 4" century

15t - 2 centuries AD mm

Anointing of the Sick
This is the only place in the New Testament
which speaks expressly of the Anointing

of the Sick. “Is any among you sick? Let

him call for the elders of the church, and

let them pray over him, anointing him

with oil in the name of the Lord; and the
prayer of faith will save the sick man, and
the Lord will raise him up; and if he has
committed sins, he will be forgiven” (Jas
5:14-15). The teaching here is that prayer
over the sick person and anointing by those
recognized as competent is a sacred action
in continuity with Jesus's own actions.
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against Judaizers, “works” are the rules and
regulations of the Old Law. For St James,
“works” are the moral actions of the person
who believes in Jesus Christ.

1and 2 Peter | 1 Petand 2 Pet

« History and composition: the initial
greetings of both letters are explicitly from
“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.” However,
the authorship of 2 Peter is disputed; some
argue that it dates from the beginning of
the 2" century. Both letters are addressed
to Christian communities in Asia Minor.

- Teaching: both letters reflect early
Christians' difficulties in living by their faith
and passing it on. 1 Peter stresses the value
of a Christian presence in the world when
surroundings are hostile to them. Baptism
and Christ’s death on the Cross are their
two reference-points. 2 Peter warns of the
danger of false teachers. Hope in Christ’s
second coming pervades the whole letter.

1 Peter 2Peter 1John
12 #2043 $ARN5 (N2 503 1 2.3 4

é [r : Godis
Cross H God is IIghtZ love:
Jesus Christ’s Passion i liveinthe i |oveour
and death give i light. i neighbor.
meaning to trials, and :
he is our model in God is Father: live
returning good for evil. as God's children.

[ - N

Baptism References

Christians, reborn to letters The demands
through Baptism, are from “our of holiness that
purified by the Blood beloved are required by
of Christ and called to brother Christianity, as
a life of holiness. Paul.” based on three

principles

1,2and 3 John|1Jn,2Jnand 3 Jn

« History and composition: A tradition
going back to the 2" century states
that St John wrote his three letters in
Ephesus on returning from exile on
Patmos at the end of the 1t century AD.

« Teaching: In 1 and 2 John the author
recalls the commandment of love, the
sign of the Christian. Against errors that
were appearing at the time, he reaffirms
that Jesus is the Son of God Incarnate.
All three letters warn believers to shun
false teachers.

Jude | Jude

« History and composition: The author
introduces himself to his readers as
“Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and
brother of James.” It was probably
written in Palestine.

« Teaching: A warning to Christians who
are threatened by false teachers from
within their own communities. Such
people lead immoral lives themselves.
The author exhorts his readers “to
contend for the faith which was once for
all delivered to the saints” (Jude 1:3).

2 John
3 John
Jude

“Many deceivers Examples

Revelation |Rev
(Apocalypse)

Literary genres

» Letter: Messages to 7 churches in Asia Minor.

« Prophetic: The eschatological visions aim to
give hope to Christians who are being perse-
cuted by the Roman Empire and are seeing
their faith weakened by the first heresies.

History

« Content: God reveals how he guides the
destinies of the world and the Church, and
shows that evil will not have the last word at
the end of time.

« Composition: Around AD 96, shortly before
the death of Domitian. The earliest witnesses,
from the 2™ century, recognize the Apostle
John as the author.

Teaching

God does not abandon his Church, nor those
who are persecuted for the faith. In Christ,
God has overcome evil. At the Lord’s Second
Coming, he will establish his Kingdom forever.

12 3 45 6 7 8 9 1 1 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
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Messages to i+ Vision of K g ;
have gone out of ungodly the faithful at:  God in his Visiogs e I?St SRl AT T
. 2 triumph of Christ, the Last Judgment,
into the world, behavior from - Ephesus glory. Only At iR e e oo .
men who will both the Old = Smyrna Christ can 1 Messiii M et sl
notacknowledge Testament = Pergamum reveal God's : SELA
the coming of and also = Thyatira providence, :--- The events leading up to the end
| Jesus Christin contemporary - Sardis symbolized of the world are linked by the
the flesh; such apocryphal = Philadelphia in the sealed opening of seven seals and the
aoneisthe writings. - Laodicea book. sounding of seven trumpets.
deceiver and L I
th tichrist”
g an'lc 2 Letters to the seven Eschatological
2Jn1:7). . ~.
churches of Asia visions
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© Second RomanEra

Until Freedom of Religion Is Decreed in the Empire

Marcus Many of the Emperors from
Aurelius Commodus onwards incurred the
Damnatio memoriae or official
repudiation of any commemoration.
Tertullian writes
the Apologeticum.
Martyrdom of St Irenaeus writes
St Polycarp, his work Against
disciple of Heretics.
St John the
Apostle.

St Justin writes the
Apologia or “Defense”

i Clement heads the
i theological School
i of Alexandria.

Origen, exiled
from Egypt, founds
the theological
School of Caesarea
in Palestine.

Persecution of
Christians in Lyons,
France.

of Christianity. He is
martyred in Rome
around the year 165.

Rabbi Judah ha-Nasi compiles the
Mishnah, the first written collection
of the Jewish oral traditions
complementing the Torah.

Persecutions under Septimius
Severus, who forbids the
dissemination of Christianity and
Judaism. Many Christians martyred
at Carthage (Perpetua and Felicity),
Alexandria (Leonidas, the father of
Origen), Rome and Corinth.

Caesarea becomes the
capital of Palestine.

Persecution under
Decius. Pope Fabian
martyred in Rome.

Emperor Caracalla extends
Roman citizenship to the free
inhabitants of the provinces,
including Jews.

Constantine enters the Tetrarchy
in 306; he takes absolute power
in 324 and moves the capital of
the Empire to Byzantium, later
renamed Constantinople.

Under Diocletian, government
is divided into a tetrarchy of
two Augusti and two Caesars.

Persecution under Valerian.
Pope St Sixtus Il and St Lawrence
the Deacon martyred in Rome;
Bishop St Cyprian in Carthage.

Great persecution
under Diocletian.
Martyrdoms in Rome
of St Sebastian (288),
St Pancras and St Agnes;
in Cilicia (south-east
Anatolia), Sts Cosmas
and Damian; and in
Nicomedia (capital of
the eastern Empire),
St Barbara.

Emperor Alexander

Severus abolishes religious
restrictions and permits
Jews to visit Jerusalem.

Galerius, Augustus in the
West, promulgates a decree
of toleration of Christianity.

Founding of the School of Antioch.

Constantine

First Ecumenical

and Licinius, Council, in
the Augusti Nicaea (in

in the West present-day
and the East, Turkey).
decree freedom Arianism

of religion condemned.
throughout the

Empire.

Zenobia, Queen of Palmyra (in present-day
Syria) rebels against Rome and conquers
Palestine and Egypt before being defeated.



©® ByzantineEra

Constantine

moves the capital Julian the

of the Empire Apostate

to Byzantium, tries to
renamed restore pagan
Constantinople. customs.

Theodosius
decrees
Christianity to
be the religion
of the Empire.

Rome is sacked
by the Visigoths.

On the death of
Theodosius there is a
final split between the
Eastern Empire and
the Western Empire.

St Jerome settles in

Founding of Julian the Apostate orders Bethlehem, where
the theological the Temple at Jerusalem to he completes
School of be rebuilt, but when he dies the Latin Vulgate
Antioch. the work is discontinued. translation.
St Helena initiates the building Egeria (or Etheria) Empress Aelia

of the Basilicas of the Holy
Sepulchre (Jerusalem), the
Nativity (Bethlehem) and
Eleona (Mount of Olives).

4 Death of
Coupcnl St Anthony, a
of Nicaea ! major figure
(1**ecumenical j, Eastern
council).

monasticism.

Constantine and Licinius, the Augusti in
the West and the East, decree freedom
of religion throughout the Empire.

makes a pilgrimage to

Eudocia visits

the Holy Land, writing  Jerusalem.
a detailed account,
which survives.
Death of St Basil. |
i ; Council of
StAugustine  p5icedon
i ke dies at Hlpzpo. (4" ecumenical

Constantinople |

council).

(2"Y ecumenical

council).

Arian crisis; in some

Germanic area

Council of Ephesus
(3 ecumenical

s it lasts council).

until the sixth century.

Zeno is
Emperor.

Justinian the Great. Builds the basilica
of Hagia Sophia in Constantinople

(537). The dome is rebuiltin 562.

Samaritans revolt against
Byzantium.

Revolt of the Samaritans. Joint revolt

In Bethlehem the Basilica by Samaritans

of the Nativity is set on fire. and Jews.
Bubonic plague  Renewed
outbreak in joint revolt by
Palestine. Samaritans

and Jews.
Council of

Constantinople Il
(5" ecumenical
council).

St Gelasius becomes Pope.
Gelasian renaissance.

Baptism of Clovis
and conversion
of the Franks.

Death of St Benedict,
amajor figure in
Western monasticism.

Heraclius is
Emperor.

Emperor Heraclius
reconquers Palestine and
recovers the Holy Cross.

Persians invade

Palestine. The Basilica
of the Holy Sepulchre is
damaged and the Relic
of the Cross captured.

St Gregory the
Great is Pope.

Conquest of
Jerusalem by the
Islamic Rashidun
Caliphate.

Honorius |
is Pope.



O The Rashidun, Umayyad,

Abbasid and Fatimid

Umayyads conquer
the Iberian peninsula.

Charles
................................. Martel halts
Leo lll the Isaurian ;l:cle)l:irtril:éyads
defends Constantinople :
against the Umayyads.
Tiberias and

Caliphates

Reign of Charlemagne.
Crowned Emperor on
Christmas Day 800.

Baptism of Duke
Mieszko and conversion
of Poland to Christianity.

Pepin the Short
initiates the Carolingian
monarchy, and is
anointed King by Pope
Stephen Il in 754.

other Galilean cities

destroyed by an earthquake.

The Dome of the
Rock built.

Conquest of
Jerusalem by the
Islamic Rashidun
Caliphate.

The Umayyad Caliphate
moves the capital to
Damascus and takes
Islamic conquests to
their greatest extent.

The Al-Agsa
Mosque built.

St John Damascene
dies at Mar Saba
monastery near
Jerusalem.

3 Council of
Constantinople

(6% ecumenical
council) condemns
monothelite heresy.

First iconoclastic
period.

Baghdad founded as the

new capital of the Caliphate.

Reign of Charles
the Bald.
Reign of Otto | is King
Louis the of Germany.
Pious. Crowned
Emperor in
Rome in 962.

The Abbasid clan takes
control of the Caliphate
following three years of
civil war; Abbasid rule
lasts until 970.

2" Council of Nicaea
(7" ecumenical council):
doctrine on veneration
of images.

Second
iconoclastic period.

Al-Mutasim is Caliph.
During his reign the Turks
in the army grow in number
and influence, weakening
the unity of the Caliphate.

Pope Formosus.
Beginning of the
Papacy’s “Iron Age".

Founding of Cluny Abbey, France.

Missionary activity
of Sts Cyril (1869)
and Methodius.

Baptism Henry lllis
of Prince Holy Roman
Vladimir and Emperor.

Christianization
of Russia.

Caliph ElI-Hakim orders the

destruction of churches in Egypt,
Palestine and Syria. The Holy

Sepulchre is badly damaged.

The Fatimid dynasty, a Shiite
faction from north Africa,
sets up a rival Caliphate with
its capital in Cairo. It fights
the Abbasids for control of
Palestine and Syria.

Battle of Hastings:
England conquered
by the Normans.

Henry IV is Holy
Roman Emperor.

Christian Kingdom
of Jerusalem
established after
the victory of the
First Crusade.

Restoration of the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre.
Merchants from Amalfi
permitted to build a
hospital in Jerusalem,
the origin of the Knights
Hospitallers.

Michael Cerularius:

Reforming Clement Il is the first
pontificate of in a succession of
Benedict VII. German popes.

the Eastern Schism.

Urban Il preaches
the First Crusade
at Clermont.



© The Crusader Kingdoms

Concordat of sessesssscscesnsesl
Worms ends Reconquest
conflictoverlay  of Lisbon. X
investiture of Alphonsus|  Frederick
clergy. is King of Barbarossa is
Portugal. Holy Roman
Emperor.

Christian Kingdom of Jerusalem
established after the victory of
the First Crusade. The Church of
the Holy Sepulchre is restored.

Founding of
the Order of

the Templars.

Clairvaux founded
by St Bernard.

Urban Il preaches
the First Crusade
at Clermont.

Second Crusade,
preached by
St Bernard.

St Thomas
Becket
martyred.

1¢tLateran Council
(9t ecumenical council).

Frederick Il is Holy
Roman Emperor.

Sack of Constantinople by
the Fourth Crusade and
creation of the Latin Empire.

Richard the
Lionheart
is King of
England.

Recovery of Constantinople
by the Greeks; end of the
Latin Empire.

Acre, the last

éirg:?algmconquered fgﬁl_f‘:::ﬁf Seventh Crusade; Christian stronghold
; i StLouis IX, King in Palestine, falls to
: oo i  of France, taken the Mamluk Sultan
: FauNErusade! i  prisoner in Egypt. of Egypt.
Third Fifth Sixth Crusade: Frederick Il Eighth Crusade;
Crusade. Crusade. reconquers Jerusalem. St Louis dies in

St Francis of Assisi’s pilgrimage
to the Holy Land and interview
with the Sultan of Egypt.

Innocent lll establishes the
University of Paris. The 13t
century is the golden age of

3" Lateran Council
(11*" ecumenical

council). scholasticism.
Albigensian Death of
Crusade led by Death of St Francis
Simon de Montfort. St Dominic. of Assisi.

Tunis.

Council of Lyons Il (14t
ecumenical council):
union with the Greeks.

Deaths of St Thomas
Aquinas and
St Bonaventure.



0O The Mamluk and

Ottoman Periods

Rome sacked by
troops of Charles V.

Dante Gt I NP s A L R o R R o B e e o R
g;‘:t’ii the The Black Death Hundred
kills over half the Years' War Gutenberg
Comedy.  population of between Bible. gf’,;}’g"’ft
Europe. Persecution  France and A: T &
of Jews in many England. et
European cities.
Eighth Crusade; Clement VI entrusts Palestine
Finallossof St Louis dies in the Custody of the Holy conquered by
Jerusalem. Tunis. Land to the Franciscans. Ottoman Turks.

Seventh Crusade;
St Louis IX, King
of France, taken
prisoner in Egypt.

First
Jubilee
Holy Year.

Acre, the last Christian
stronghold in Palestine,
falls to the Mamluk

Constantinople conquered
by Ottoman Turks. End of
the Eastern Roman Empire.

Sultan of Egypt.
Death of
St Catherine  Christopher
Council of Vienne of Siena. Columbus
o o R G SR s
council). _ Beginning of
Suppression of Western evangelization
the Templars. Schism. of America.

ClementV  Final return to Council of Florence =~ :
moves to Rome of Pope (17*" ecumenical council):
Avignon. Gregory XI. reunion with the Greeks.

Battle of Battle of Congress of
Lepanto. Vienna. Vienna. Franco-Prussian War.
Seven Years'
War.
Thirty Years’
War.
The Treaty of Vienna
""" alters the political French Liberal First World
Introduction of map of Europe. Revolution revolutions War.
the Gregorian begins. in Europe.

Calendar.

Charles V is Holy Roman Emperor.

Suleiman the Magnificent,
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire,
restores the Dome of the Rock,
rebuilds the walls of Jerusalem
and walls up the Golden Gate.

Restoration

of the Church  Migrations

of the Holy of Hasidic

Sepulchre. Jews.
Start of the Protestant

Reformation.

Henry VIII proclaims himself
Supreme Head of the Church
in England.

Council of Trent.
of Loyola.

Death of St Teresa of Avila.

Death of St Ignatius

Christian agreement
about shared Holy

Inauguration of
Places (the Status Quo).

the Suez Canal.

First Zionist
Congress held
in Switzerland.

The French army under
Napoleon takes control of
Egypt and conquers Haifa.

Restoration of the

A=t Eivesthe Edicule of the Tomb

Greeks ownership

of the Basilica of the of Jesus.

Nativity, the Tomb of :

e iroiBiandinart 82 3 lytoeerd :

of the Church of the  Migrations  The Ottoman Empire

Holy Sepulchre. of Ashkenazi is dissolved and
Jews. Palestine falls under

British administration.

The Company of Jesus
suppressed by Clement

XIV (restored in 1814). Death of

St John Bosco.

First Vatican
Council.
Abolition of the
Papal States.

Rerum Novarum,
first social
encyclical.

De-Christianization
in France.



© Palestine and
the State of Israel

Second World War.
End of the First Wall Street About 6 million Jews
World War. Crash. are killed in the Shoah.
The Ottoman

The League of Nations entrusts
Palestine to the British Mandate.
Between 1920 and 1929 about
100,000 Jews migrate to Palestine.

Empire is dissolved
and Palestine is
administered by
Britain.

Arab revolt
against the
British.

Arab
unrestin
Jerusalem.

Founding
of Tel Aviv.

Earthquake, its
epicenter in Jericho,
destroys part of

the Jewish quarter

of Jerusalem. The
Edicule of the Tomb of

Jesus is strengthened :
United Nations resolution

to prevent collapse.

Treaty of Rome sets
up the European
Common Market.

About 700,000 Jews
migrate to Israel.

Suez Crisis
and Second
Arab-Israeli War.

End of the British
Mandate in Palestine,

i Declaration of Israeli

Independence, and
start of the Arab-Israeli
War (1948-1949).

dividing Palestine into an Arab
State and a Jewish State, and
giving Jerusalem and Bethlehem
international status.

Most of the churches
at the Holy Places
are built during

Pontificate of Pius XI.

the 20" century:

Nazareth, Cana, :

Capernaum, Tabgha,

Mount Tabor, Lateran Pacts signed Pontificate of
Gethsemane, e between Italy and Pius XIL.

Dormition, etc. the Vatican.

Second Vatican
Council.

First moon
landing.

Fall of the
Berlin Wall.

Treaty of Maastricht sets
up the European Union.

Twin Towers (9/11)
attacks.

If War.
Soviet Union dissolved. geegnd Gu o

Migration of Russian Jews
to Israel. Gulf War.

Basilica of the Annunciation
inaugurated in Nazareth.

Oslo Accords.

Palestine Liberation :
Organization recognized
by the United Nations as £
representing Palestinian

Restoration of
the Edicule of the

Diplomatic relations
established between

refugees. Israel and the Holy See. Tomb of Jesus.
Yom Kippur First First Intifada. Second Palestine granted
War. Lebanon Intifada Observer status at
war. begins. the United Nations.

Six-Day War. Israel occupies
the Old City of Jerusalem,

the West Bank and Gaza.

St Paul VI visits
the Holy Land.

Death of
St Josemaria
Escriva.

i St John Paul Il makes a Jubilee Year

Pontificate of
St John Paul Il.

pilgrimage to Egypt (Mount Sinai) and
another to Jordan, Israel and Palestine.

Death of Bl Alvaro del Portillo, Benedict XVI Pope Francis
inspirer of the Saxum project  visits the Holy visits the
with St Josemaria. Land. Holy Land.
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Multimedia tour in the Saxum Visitor Center. The road to Emmaus, leading from Saxum.

One step after another on the gray stone streets of Jerusalem. That is how Cleopas and
his companion begin the 160-furlong journey — about 20 miles — that will take them back
totheirvillage. Itis early on the first day of the week. The walk will take them all day, length-
ened by the sorrow weighing on their hearts. They trace the streets in silence, leaving the
City of David and Herod's palace behind them. Cleopas and his companion are desolate,
their heads full of the events of the past week: the Teacher’s crucifixion, all the hopes of
the past three years shattered, and worst of all the fact that they will never see Jesus again.
They are going home, but home will be flat and dull without him.

Their path leaves the Holy City and descends westwards through the Judean hills. They
have now been walking for several hours, under the brilliant spring sunshine of the Eastern
Mediterranean. They are wondering what sort of life they will lead from now on, now that
Jesus is dead and buried. Another traveler draws abreast of them without their noticing.
Neither of them is feeling in a chatty mood, but this Traveler breathes nobility and simplicity,
seeming somehow familiar. And something in his voice shakes their hearts.

They speak of the painful subject at the forefront of their minds: the Messiah, and the
agony of his loss. The Traveler starts talking of the Scriptures, not like the scribes and
Pharisees, but authoritatively. Cleopas and his friend listen to the Traveler's account: it
is the story of his own life. Their hearts begin to burn. Then, as evening comes on, they
reach Emmaus, and recognize Jesus in the breaking of the bread. And simultaneously they
recognize themselves as disciples of the Risen Messiah. Joy lends wings to their heels

Postal address
P.0. Box 40205
Mevaseret Zion
Israel 9140101

Visitor Center
Road to Nataf

Telephones
Office: +972 2-622-4100
Cell phone: +972 54-938-3276
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1500 Al

l 1900° .

2 3
b

A

p-—

Participants in the Holy Land Dialogues. Congress in the Visitor Center auditorium.

as they race back to the Cenacle; their overflowing happiness impels them to proclaim
the news to the four winds.

The scene of the disciples at Emmaus is repeated in the life of every person. We often
lead a dull life devoid of any wide perspectives. Then an encounter with Jesus lifts us
out of our grayness. In Scripture, or in the Holy Land — the “fifth Gospel” — we find Jesus
coming to meet us.

Picturing oneself in the scenes while reading the Scriptures was what Opus Dei's
founder St Josemaria Escriva always advised. He dreamed of creating a center close to
Jerusalem where people from all over the world could receive Jesus's invitation to his first
disciples. They asked him, “Teacher, where do you live?” and he answered, “Come and see!

St Josemaria's first successor, Blessed Alvaro del Portillo, who was always his rock
and support (saxum, in Latin) made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land just before he died.
Afterwards some people in Opus Dei decided to set up the Saxum project, which has
been accomplished with the help of co-operators and friends on every continent. They
were driven by the wish to enable many people to re-live the experience of the disciples
at Emmaus, to meet Jesus in Scripture, in the Holy Land and in the Breaking of the Bread
(the Eucharist), impelling them to lead a fuller, more meaningful life. Saxum thus joins in
with the evangelizing work done by many institutions of the Church in the Holy Land, down
through the ages.

"

As part of its mission, Saxum International Foundation invites pilgrims in the Holy Land
(orin life!) to use the resources offered on its website and join in the activities organized
in the Saxum Visitor Center, which was inaugurated in 2018.

The book In the Footprints of Our Faith, which
helps prepare for a Holy Land pilgrimage and
re-live it at home afterwards.




